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EDITORIAL

It is an immense pleasure to be part of the Cadet
College Club of North America (CCCNA) Reunion 2024
publication. The 3rd reunion of all cadet colleges of
Bangladesh, residing in North America, is going to be
happened on November Sth, 2024, at LaGuardia
Marriott Hotel at New York City. My deepest thanks to
CCCNA Reunion Committee and CCCNA Executive
Committee for providing me with the responsibility to publish this magazine
on this festive occasion.

We are grateful to Freedom Fighter, Musician and Painter Tajul Imam for his
time to design the cover page and his guidance to compose the Magazine.

The recent wave in our beloved Bangladesh also touched the Ex-Cadets
residing in North America and my deepest condolences to the families those
who lost their family members during July-August 2024. Thanking everyone
who contributed and participated in the 3rd issue of the FLOCC. Wishing a
memorable and successful reunion after three years.

-Zia Moin Haider
MCC 1980-86
New York City

FLOCC - Issue 3 - NOVEMBER 2024

Published in 3rd CCCNA Reunion, 2024 at New York City
Cover Design and Graphics: Tajul Imam

Composition and Photos: Zia Moin Haider MCC 1980-86
Printers: Digital Graphic Design Inc. Jackson Heights, NY
Editor: Zia Moin Haider MCC 1980-86

“FLOCC" is the original or old English word for Flock but with a different
meaning as group of people or crowd who assembled traveling a long
distance. In CCCNA we gather with spirit over time and space, through
batches, reunions, social gatherings with the same goal or destination.
FLOCC truly signifies our motto of CCCNA who shows us the light to stand
together and prosper and progress with the same aim of unity and love to go
even so far and beyond where we are now.
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CCCNA REUNION 2024 SPONSORS

Platinum Sponsors
Naseer Shahriar Zahedee (JCC 1969-75)
Khondeker Masud Rahman, MD (JCC 1969-75)

Gold Sponsors

Gias Ahmed

Mohammad Hamiduzzaman, MD (RCC 1966-70)
Meer Mizanur Rahman, Esq (MCC 1976-82)
Jamiluddin Ahmed (MCC 1978-84)

Silver Sponsors

Dr. Barnali Hasan

Dr Shah Alam Rony

Fahad Chowdhury

Mohammad Zia Haq (PCC. MCC Teacher)
Iftekhar Hossain (JCC 1969-75)

Abdur Rafique Igbal (JCC 1975-81)

Bronze Sponsor

Dr. Zakia Hassan Lipa

Dr. Kaniz Nilufar Banu Himi

Dr. Mujib Mazumder

Dr. Sayedur Chowdhury

Dr. Munib Khan

Dr. Ataul Osmani

Hasanuzzaman Hassan

Md Rasel Ahsan

Yousuf H Rahman (MCC 1968-70)
Muhit Ur Rahman (MCC 1968-74)
Mohammed Daud Haider (JCC 1971-77)
Dr. Mohammed M Haque (FCC 1973-79)
Monir Hossain (PCC 1982-85)

Saifullah M Khaled (PCC 1982-87)
Arman Chowdhury (PCC 1982-88)
Mehedi Hasan (BCC 1982-88)
Mohammad Arif (SCC 1987-93)

Md. Asaduzzaman (PCC 1987-93)

of North America

THANK YOU!!!
FROM CCCNA
FOR YOUR CONTRIBUTION




Overall Coordination

Convener
Co-Conveners

Logistics
Food

Vendor - Meena Bazar
Pnze, Goody Bag

IT Team

Cultural Team

Magazine

Seminar Coordinator

Seminar 1
Moderator

Speakers

Seminar 2
Moderator
Speakers

Presentation 1

Presentation 2

Reunion 2024 Committee & Events

CCCNA REUNION - 2024 COMMITTEE

Khondeker Masud Rahman, MD - JCC 1969-75
Md Asaduzzaman (Asad) - PCC 1987-93

Abdur Rafique Igbal - JCC 1975-81
Musaddeque Aziz Choudhury - CCC 1981-87

Md Anowarul Hague - BCC 1980-86
Mohammed Anf - SCC 1987-93

Sadat Hossain - MCC 1983-89
Anowar Sadat Md. Osmani - RCC 1984-90

Sadat Hossain - MCC 1983-89

Akhtaruzzaman Igbal - MCC 1978-84
Mohammed Arif - SCC 1987-93

Manzoor Joarder - JCC 1976-82 (Website)
Zubayer Khan - BCC 1985-91 (Directory App)

Md. Ashraf Siddique - BCC 1999-05 (Presentation)
Abrar Rahman (Presentation)

Parveen Sultana Ratna

Afzal H Choudhury - MCC 1971-77 (Emcee)
Zia Moin Haider - MCC 1980-86 (Coordinator)
Lenia Ahmed Kiki - MGCC 139703 (Emces)

Khondeker Masud Rahman, MD - JCC 1969-75
Zia Moin Haider - MCC 1980-86 (Editor)

Khondeker Masud Rahman, MD - JCC 1969-75

What We Can Do for Post Revolution-Bangladesh
Golam Kabir - JCC 1969-75

Yousuf H Rahman, PhD - MCC 1965-70

Kiti Khondaker

Farah Khondeker

What We Can Expect from Bangladesh

Badrul Alam - FCC 1968-74

Khondeker Masud Rahman, MD - JCC 1969-75
Mian Akbar - FCC 1958-64

Shafiq Ahmad Chaudhuri - MCC 1965-70

Life after Retirement, a Personal Choice

Mak Yuree Vajramunee — JCC 1977-83
Transformational Power of Mind: Mastering Emotional
Resilience and Stress for Lasting Happiness

PROGRAM SCHEDULE

05:00PM - 07:00PM
06:30PM - 09:30PM
08:00PM - 08:30PM
09:30PM - 10:30PM
07:00PM - 10:30PM

08:00AM - 10:30AM
10:30AM - 11:30AM
11:30AM - 12:30PM
11:00AM - 12:00PM
12:00PM - 12:15PM
12:15PM - 12:30PM
12:30PM - 01:00PM
01:00PM - 02:00PM
02:00PM - 02:30PM
02:30PM - 05:30PM
09:30AM - 05:30PM
05:30PM - 12:30PM

05:30PM - 06:00PM
06:00PM - 08:10PM
08:10PM - 08:40PM
08:40PM - 10:00PM
09:00PM - 10:00PM
10:00PM - 12:30PM

08:00AM — 12:00PM

Venue: Mamott Hotel, LaGuardia Airport, New York
Evening Event - Friday, Nov 08, 2024 (Hall Room)
Greetings, Registration, Snacks

Cultural Show by Family & Cadets

Dinner

Performance by Guest Artists (Shah Mahbub)
Meena Bazaar

Day Event - Saturday, Nov 09, 2024
Greetings, Registration & Breakfast (Hall Room)
Kids Painting/ Game (Common Room)
Female Game (Common Room)
Seminar 1 (Hall Room)

Presentation 1 (Hall Room)
Presentation 2 (Hall Room)

Lunch ({Hall Room)

Seminar 2 (Hall Room)

AGM (Hall Room)

Free Time

Meena Bazar at Lower Floor

Meena Bazar at Ball Room Cormdor

Evening Event - Saturday, Nov 09, 2024 (Ball Room)
Greetings, Registration & Appetizer

Presentation of CCCNA

Photoshoot on Stage by Cadet Colleges

Cultural Show by Family & Cadets

Dinner (will be served at table)

Performance by Guest Artists (Rizia Parveen, Sayera Reza)

Morning Event - Sunday, Nov 10, 2024
City Bus Tour (Starts from Hotel Lobby)
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THOMAS R. SUOZZ| @&
MeMBER OF CONGRESS 1\\- 7

3A0 DISTRICT, NEW YORK i’k P4 .ri

X 7

House of Representatives
Washington, DE 20515

COMMITTEE ON
HOMELAND SECURITY

November 9, 2024

Cadet College Club of North America
170-04 Henley Road
Jamaica, NY 11432

Dear Friends:

I am pleased to extend my greetings to all who have gathered at the 2024
reunion of the Cadet College Club of North America (CCCNA).

CCCNA celebrates outstanding individuals who have graduated from Cadet
Colleges, which are some of the most respected academic institutions in
Bangladesh. The distinguished graduates have gone on to serve as governmental
secretaries, generals in the Army, and high-ranking officials in the police force. I
understand that many of the former-Cadets now living in the United States are
pursuing professional careers as doctors, engineers, professors, and scientists.

As a community, it is critical that we support the success of every student. I
would especially like to offer my heartfelt congratulations to all the former Cadets.

On behalf of the residents of the Third Congressional District of New York,
please accept my best wishes to all attendees for a joyful celebration and much
continued success.

With kindest regards, I am

Sincerely,

e R gy

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

TRS:ahh
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College )
Club President

Message

of North America

The reunions hold immense significance for all of us, as it
takes us on a nostalgic journey back to our college days. It also
presents a valuable opportunity to reunite and reconnect
with our fellow brothers, fostering a sense of camaraderie
that is truly special. On this momentous occasion of the
CCCNA Reunion, I extend a heartfelt welcome to each one of
you.

It will be a joyous occasion as we gather in the heart of this
iconic New York City, creating lasting memories and
strengthening our bonds. [ would like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to the incredible Reunion Committee. Your tireless
efforts, meticulous planning, and attention to detail have
made this reunion possible. Your dedication and commitment
to ensuring a memorable experience for all of us is truly
commendable. Your dedication to preserving the spirit of
CCCNA and creating an unforgettable reunion experience is
deeply appreciated by each one of us. I would also like to
extend my thanks to all the EC members for their unwavering
support to the organizing team.

CCCNA holds a greater purpose beyond the reunion. We are
dedicated to creating a robust platform that supports fellow
Ex-Cadets’ in achieving their dreams. Through our non-profit
charitable fund, we are committed to helping those within our
sphere of influence, facilitating their new beginnings.

Cadet College Club of North America (CCCNA)

We are constantly exploring ways to strengthen our bonds,
foster camaraderie, and enhance our participation in
community activities. To sustain this dialogue, itis crucial that
we stay connected and share our thoughts and ideas during
the AGM at the reunion and beyond.

To each member of our CCCNA family, | extend my heartfelt
appreciation for your unwavering support, commitment, and
love. As we embark on this journey down memory lane
through this reunion, let us relish the opportunity to
reconnect with old friends and forge new connections. | am
deeply grateful to my fellow brothers and their families who
travelled from near and far to reunite with one another in
New York. | extend special thanks to those brothers who,
although unable to join us physically, have provided financial
and moral support.

Wishing you all an extraordinary time at the reunion. May the
event be a resounding success, and may our future endeavors
be filled with prosperity.

With warmest regards,
Khondeker M. Masudur Rahman, M.D.

President
Cadet College Club of North America
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Cadet Message

College
Club Convenor

of North America CCCNA Reunion 2024, New York, USA

My dear ex-cadets,

I am honored to have the opportunity to serve as the convenor of CCCNA Reunion 2024. First
of all, I want to thank all the all-ex-cadets, their families and friends who are gathered here to
celebrate this grand occasion. Every two years, we host the Reunion to reunite and rejuvenate
our friendship and bonding with each other. As time progresses, more and more ex-cadets
are participating and making the Reunion more fun and enjoyable. In the summer of 2018,
about a dozen enthusiastic ex-cadets form different cadet colleges first met and decided to
formally form CCCNA. I may recall that event as our first mini-Reunion. CCCNA now is a
registered charitable organization with hundreds of members. It was beyond our imagination
that we would grow so big, so fast. It's not just the ex-cadets, also their family members that
have made CCCNA so special. Your contribution and active involvement have certainly made
a big difference.

I want to appreciate and thank those ex-cadets and their families who had traveled from far
away to attend this Reunion. Special thanks to our founding president for his commitment
and sacrifice. Finally, my sincere thanks to co-convenor and all Reunion team members.
Without the great teamwork, this Reunion could not have been possible. Long live CCCNA!
May Allah bless us all.

Rafique Igbal

JCC 1975-81

Convenor

3rd CCCNA Reunion 2024




cadet Message

- College
(‘9 Club ’ General Secretary
of North America Cadet College Club of North America (CCCNA)

It has been two terms (Four years) serving as the GS of CCCNA. During this period,
our organization has developed from just a few members to now a few hundred
members. Even during those uncertain pandemic years, we ex-cadets have
maintained close ties among us. As time progressed, our organization has become
one big family. Here at CCCNA, not just the ex-cadets, but also their spouse and
children are treated like same family members. Our bonding just keeps getting
stronger with time. | am sure this friendship and closeness will remain alive forever.
With the formation of CCCNA, we ex cadets have started a new chapter in our lives.
Here in a foreign land, we don't really feel lonely anymore after having so many
brothers and sisters among us. 1 feel proud to have worked with dedicated ex-cadets
who have contributed their valuable time and resources to advance the mission of
CCCNA.
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I am immensely grateful to those well-wishers who regularly attend our programs,
provide us valuable suggestions and most importantly, assist CCCNA fund raising.
One of the important goals of CCCNA is to participate in social and charitable
activities. As such, we have raised relief fund to help flood victims in Bangladesh and
earthquake victims in Turkey and have reserve fund to assist any ex-cadet families
who are in dire financial need.

With active participation, sincerity and dedication of ex-cadets and their families,
together we will make CCCNA the best Alumni Association of North America.

Respectfully,
Md Asaduzzaman

General Secretary
Cadet College Club of North America
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Message

President

@ahet QEU[[BQE @[uh Cadet College Club Limited

Dhaka, Bangladesh

Lucky we are being ex-cadets. Fraternity, bond of brotherhood or sisterhood, friendship,
fellowship, and all such synonyms have framed our philosophy of life since the date of our
joining the cadet colleges. Identical values have been imbued in the objectives of cadet college
clubs across the continents. The Cadet College Club of North America (CCCNA) has been
founded with the same spirit and 1 am proud to be a member of this esteemed establishment.
This makes it evident that the AGM and reunion on 9th NOVEMBER 2024 shall further
consolidate the collective bond of fraternity of the ex-cadets in North America. These are not
mere assumptions but firm commitments.

The Cadet College Club Limited (CCCL), Dhaka, Bangladesh, is very delighted to be affiliated
with the CCCNA. The members of the CCCL join me in extending our heartiest felicitation to
the fellow members of CCCNA on its AGM and reunion and we wish the events all success. |
am positive that the congregation will adopt certain programs for further enhancing the
support and services to the members and, at the same time, consider pragmatic approaches
towards serving the society. Having bloomed from the same origin and sharing similar
objectives, the CCCL shall be partnering with CCCNA in any such suitable initiatives in the
coming days. Our mutual communication and cooperation shall be a pivotal factor in making
it happen effectively. I am sure of our sincere commitments to implement the common
charters of our two clubs in shaping the future of the society.

Long live ex-cadets’ fraternity.

Tareq Abul Ala

President

Cadet College Club Limited
Dhaka, Bangladesh
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& Cavet College Club

Director Administration & Services
Cadet College Club Limited
Dhaka, Bangladesh
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To the esteemed members of the Cadet College Club North America (CCCNA),
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It is with great honor and heartfelt joy that 1 extend my warmest greetings to the
distinguished members of CCCNA as you prepare for your upcoming Reunion in New York
City from November 8th to 10th, 2024. The Cadet College fraternity has always been a beacon
of unity, camaraderie, and shared experiences, and this gathering is a true testament to the
strength of the bonds we have cultivated over the years, regardless of where we are in the
world.

I am truly thrilled to see that this reunion is drawing participation from a diverse group of
cadets, with over 100 confirmed attendees from different cadet colleges. This broad
representation from across the fraternity reflects the unity and enthusiasm that continue to
define our community. 1 am certain this reunion will be an unforgettable event filled with
memories, reflections, and discussions about the future of our strong fraternity.

Unfortunately, due to some pre-scheduled commitments here in Bangladesh, I will be unable
to join you all in person for this grand occasion. While I will deeply miss the opportunity to
reunite with so many of my fellow cadets, please know that my thoughts and best wishes are
with you as you celebrate, reconnect, and strengthen the spirit of brotherhood that defines
our Cadet College community.

I remain confident that this reunion will further solidify the ties that bind us and inspire future
collaborations and gatherings, not just in North America but around the world. | look forward
to hearing about the success of this event and continuing to support the endeavors of CCCNA.

Long live our cadet fraternity! I wish you all the very best for the upcoming reunion.

Ashraf Hussain

Director Administration & Services
Cadet College Club

Purbachal, Bangladesh




" With gentleness the fracture
Is repaired.”

Egyptian Proverb



Mr Md Nasser Shahrear Zahedee is one of the most renowned
names in Bangladesh's pharmaceutical industry and the
founding Chairman & CEO of Radiant Pharmaceuticals
Limited, one of the top ten pharmaceutical companies in the
country. He studied at Jhenidah Cadet College before
completing his B Pharm and M Pharm from the University of
Dhaka. He founded the Roche business operations in
Bangladesh in March 1988 and worked as the Country
Manager of F. Hoffmann-La Roche Limited and Managing
Director of Roche Bangladesh Limited with additional
responsibility for developing Roche business in Myanmar. In
2005, he established Radiant Pharmaceuticals Limited with a
noble commitment to manufacturing high-quality healthcare
products of global standards. Since its inception, this company
has strived to become the most trusted pharmaceutical
company by providing medicines of a high-quality standard.

Mr Zahedee has led the profession of Pharmacy nationally and
internationally. He has led the Bangladeshi delegation to the
international arena on many occasions. Mr Nasser has taken
over multiple national roles during his career. He had been the
President of Bangladesh Pharmaceutical Society (BPS) for
multiple terms, Vice President of Pharmacy Council of
Bangladesh for over twelve years and President of Pharmacy
Graduates’ Association, Bangladesh (PGA). As a member of the
National Drug Policy Committee, he drafted the National Drug
Policy 2005 and the National Drug Policy 2016. He also drafted
the national Code of Pharmaceutical Marketing Practices and
the Code of Ethics for Pharmacists.

Platinum Sponsor

Thank You

Md. Nasser Shahrear Zahedee (JCC 1969-75)

His aura of visionary leadership and philanthropic social
involvement transcends beyond his profession. As the
Executive Director of Zahedee Foundation, he is continuously
trying to improve lives and raise the hopes of many socio-
economically challenged groups. The Foundation contributes
to the health, education, sports, religious, cultural and
environmental sectors through its regular yearly activities. Mr
Zahedee was elected as the President of the Cadet College Club
Limited on two consecutive occasions (2020 & 2021). He is the
former President of Rotary Club of Dhaka Central and is the
Chairman, Governing Body of Shams ul Huda Football
Academy. In addition, he is a Member of Kurmitola Golf Club
and Jashore Golf & Country Club.

Besides Radiant Pharmaceuticals Limited, Mr Zahedee is also
the Chairman of Radiant Business Consortium Limited,
Radiant Care Limited, Radiant Distributions Limited,
Pharmacil Limited and Jenphar Bangladesh Limited.
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M CCCNA Lifetime & Founding Members g::::lag
= CCCNA Lifetime & Founding Members of North America
§ Khondeker Masud Rahman JCC 1969-75
8 Md Asaduzzaman PCC1987-93
T;, Meer M Mizanur Rahman MCC 1976-82
2 Rafique Igbal JCC 1975-81
E Mohammad Hamiduzzaman RCC 1966-70
= Mohammed Arif SCC 1987-93
Mohammed M Haque FCC 1973-79
Nicky Quamran Muktadir FCC 1985-91
Arman Chowdhury PCC 1982-88
Mian Akbar FCC 1958-64 Manzoor Joarder JCC 1976-82
Somaiya Jihan MGCC 1992-98 Sharif U Ahmed FCC 1987-93
Zia Moin Haider MCC 1980-86 Topu Faruque CCR 1987-93
Badrul Alam FCC 1967-74 Anwar Islam RCC 1970-76
Wahidur Rahman MCC 1975-81 Muhammad Wasi Islam RCC 1987-93
Quamrul Aasan FCC 1960-66 Anowarul Haque BCC 1980-86
Anwar Sadat Osmani RCC 1984-90 Ashraf Siddique BCC 1999-05
Zaman Ahmed MCC 1968-74 Lenia Ahmed Kiki MGCC 1997-03

CCCNA Lifetime Members

Zubayer Khan BCC 1985-91

Mustafizur Rahman SCC 1982-88 Nasir Ahmed MCC 1968-74
Musaddeque Aziz Choudhury CCC 1981-87 Abid Al Reza BCC 2000-06
Jamiluddin Ahmed MCC 1978-84 Md Ziaul Islam RCC 1992-98

CCCNA Founding Member
Yousuf H Rahman MCC 1968-70
Sardar Quamrul Hassan JCC 1966-72
Arif Reza SCC 1983-89




CCCNA Executive Committee 2023-25

President: Vice President:
Khondeker Masud Md. Anwarul Islam
Rahman, MD (JCC (RCC1970-76)
1969-75)

A,‘ 4 <
Publication

Finance Secretary:

Md. Anowarul Secretary: Golam
Haque (BCC 1980- Mustafa Quadery
86) (SCC 1980-86)
CCCNA BOARD OF ADVISORY

Mian Akbar, Lt. Colonel (Rtd) (FCC 1958-64)
Sarder Quamrul Hasan, PhD (JCC 1965-71)
Yousuf Habibur Rahman, PhD (MCC 1965-68)
Mohammad Hamiduzzaman, MD (RCC 1966-70)

CCCNA BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Mohammad Hamiduzzaman, MD (RCC 1966-70)
Khondeker Masud Rahman, MD (JCC 1969-75)
Meer Md. Mizanur Rahman, Esq (MCC 1976-82)
Faruque Parvez, PhD (JCC 1976-82)

Shila Shaikh (MGCC 1981-87)

Arman Chowdhury, CPA (PCC 1982-88)
Qumran Mugtadir Nicky (FCC 1985-91)

Vice President:
Abdur Rafiq Igbal
(J€C 1975-81)

Joint Secretary:

i/ 'y
General Secretary:
Md. Asaduzzaman

(PCC 1987-93)

Vice President:
Meer Md. Mizanur
Rahman, Esq. (MCC
1976-82)

Office

Sports Secretary:

Musaddeqe Aziz Md. Ziaul Islam Secretary: Lenia
Choudhury (CCC (RCC 1992-98) Ahmed Kiki (MGCC
1981-87) 1997-03)

CCCNA Founding Board of Executives

President: Khondeker Masud Rahman, MD (JCC 1969-75)

General Secretary: Md Asaduzzaman (PCC 1987-93)

Vice Presidents:

Muhammad Akhtar Hasan, MD (JCC 1967-73)

Md. Anwarul Islam (RCC 1970-76)

Meer Md. Mizanur Rahman, Esq (MCC 1976-82)

Cultural Secretary: Zia Moin Haider (MCC 1980-86)

Organizing Secretary: Md. Anowarul Haque (BCC 1980-86)

Planning and Publication Secretary: Nicky Qumran Mugqtadir (FCC 1985-91)
Recreation Secretary: Zubayer Bayazid Khan (BCC 1985-91)

Finance Secretary: Dewan Gazzali (PCC 1988-94)

Sports Secretary: Md. Ziaul Islam (RCC 1992-98)

Events and Welfare Secretary: Somiaya Arefeen (MGCC 1992-98)
Office Secretary: Lenia Ahmed Kiki (MGCC 1997-03)

IT and Communication Secretary: Md. Ashraf Siddique (BCC 1999-05)

of North America

Events and Welfare
Secretary:
Mainuddin Mahmud
(CCR1979-81)

Planning Secretary:
Mohammed
Mominul Haque
(FCC 1973-79)

&
IT and Cultural Secretary:
Communication Zia Moin
Secretary: Md. Haider (MCC 1980-
Ashraf Siddique 86)

(BCC 99-2005)

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS BY

COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVE
(Selected and Nominated from Each CCs)

FCC: M Enamul Quader (1986-92)

JCC: Mohammad G Morshed (1973-89)
MCC: M Akhtaruzzaman Igbal (1978-84)
RCC: Anwar Sadat M Osmani (1984-90)
SCC: Mohammad Arif (1987-93)

CCR: Sayeed Khaled (1981-87)

BCC: Hasibul Hasan (2004-10)

PCC: M Aliuzzaman (1983-85)

MGCC: Lenia Kiki (1997-03)

CCC: Maruf Rao Shafi (1980-86)

FGCC: Manjelin Manwar (2017-23)
JGCC: Anika Chowdhury (2006-12)
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If you think‘. terms of a years
plant a seed; if in terms of ten years,
plant trees; if in terms of 100 years,

teach the people.
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Our Universe: How It Began and How It Will End

Professor Emeritus Shafiqur Rahman

A lot is known about how the universe began. On the other hand,
there are several competing theories about how it will end. We
don’t know which of these theories about the ultimate fate of the
universe is correct because values of certain variables are not yet
known with sufficient accuracy. This article will look briefly into the
origin of the universe and some possible scenarios about how it
might end.

A. Origin of the Universe

Our universe originated from an explosion of an infinitesimal point.
This explosion is popularly known as the Big Bang (BB). Physicists
feel confident about this explosive beginning because of the
observation that all distant galaxies are moving away from the
earth. To understand this, one can consider a balloon being inflated
as an analogy for the BB. The distance between any two points on
the surface of the balloon will keep on increasing as the balloon
expands because the surface area itself is becoming larger. This will
be true irrespective of the point on the surface from which the
observation is made. The above is true for any two points inside the
balloon as well. Also based on observation, the farther away a
galaxy is from the earth, the faster it seems to be receding from the
earth. Again, this is consistent with a balloon being inflated.
Interestingly, the BB model predicted that there would be residual
radiation from the explosion, which would be in the microwave
region of wavelengths and would permeate the entire universe. This
microwave radiation background was discovered in 1964. There are
other predictions of the BB theory that are also consistent with the
observed characteristics of our universe. It is now universally
accepted that the universe began with an explosion.

People often think that the universe is like a soccer ball or a balloon
that’s expanding within space. This is not correct. Space and time
both began with the Big Bang. All of space is within the universe.

Dark Energy
Actelenated Eapansion
Afterglow Light
Patiern Oevelopment of
375,000 yrs Galarvies, Planets, oic

ist Stars
about 400 million yrs

Big Bang Crpansion

12.77 billion years

Figure 1: Diagram showing the expansion of the universe starting with the Big Bang,
Time passes from left to right, with the universe represented by a disk-shaped vertical
"slice” of the above diagram at any given time. Time and size are not to scale. To
make the early stages visible, the time right after the BB (afterglow stage), which is
the first 0.003% of the age of the universe, has been stretched. Further, the
subsequent expansion has been largely suppressed (by 1,100 times to the present).
Diagram is from Wikipedia

There is nothing outside the universe, not even space. However,
more space is being created within the universe as it expands.
Similarly, one can'’t talk about time before the universe began. Time
exists only within the universe, and it began with the Big Bang.

Physicists can predict what the universe looked like starting from
about 10 (43 seconds after the BB. At that time, it was so hot that
everything was in the form of radiation only-(there was no
particulate matter. Before then, the universe was so dense and so
inconceivably hot that the known laws of physics can’t be applied,
and therefore one can’t say with certainty what it was like. As the
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universe expanded, it began to cool down, and matter began to
form. Up to 0.000001 seconds, there were only elementary particles
like electrons, neutrinos and quarks. After about 1 second, nuclei of
simple elements like Hydrogen and Helium came into existence.
Within the first 20 minutes, the universe went through several
phases characterized by entirely different properties. Eventually,
when the universe was about 100 (300 million years in age, gravity
overcame the outward force of explosion and started drawing
matter together. Eventually, stars began to form. Later, huge
collections of stars started forming galaxies.

Diagram showing the expansion of the universe starting with the
Big Bang, Time passes from left to right, with the universe
represented by a disk-shaped vertical "slice” of the above diagram
atany given time. Time and size are “not to scale”. To make the early
stages visible, the time right after the BB (afterglow stage), which is
the first 0.003% of the age of the universe, has been stretched.
Further, the subsequent expansion has been largely suppressed (by
1,100 times to the present). The diagram is from Wikipedia.

The best estimate for the current age of the universe is about 13.77
billion years. However, because of recent observations from the
James Webb Space Telescope (JWST), some uncertainty has
developed regarding this value. JWST, launched in December of
2021, is expected to be able to look further back in time than any
previous instrument. It should eventually be able to peer into what
the universe looked like 100 (250 million years after BB. Recent
observations from JWST have shown six fully formed galaxies when
the universe was around 550 (700 million years old. This
contradicts current theoretical predictions that there should be only
the beginnings of the first galaxies during that period. Consequently,
theoretical models may have to be revised to allow more efficient
star formation so that some fully formed galaxies become present
during that age. Otherwise, the age of the universe may have to be
revised to a larger value. Revising a theoretical model is much
harder than it sounds because tinkering with one part of a model
can lead to changes in other parts that are incompatible with what
we know from observations. Interestingly, there have been
suggestions that the fully formed galaxies detected by the telescope

may actually be black holes which formed at the time of the BB. Yet
another theory predicts that the universe existed before the BB as a
very small and very dense entity, many million times smaller than
an atom. Then, for some unknown reason, it went through an
extremely rapid expansion creating proper conditions for the BB. In
this theory, the age of the universe mentioned above could remain
valid because the stated time is measured starting with the BB. Such
discrepancies between theory and observation don’t pose any
problem in the sciences. Rather, observations and experimental
results either confirm theories or force the theorists to come up
with better models. Science makes progress with such hand-in-hand
and back-and-forth interactions between theory and experiment.

Another spectacular discovery by JWST is the detailed picture of the
final stage of a dying star, validating the theoretical prediction that
stars are born, they live, and when the fuel inside them runs out,
they die. The death happens through a big explosion billions of
times brighter than our sun. Such an event was detected by JWST.
Our sun is also a star, and it will die in about 7-8 billion years.

B. End of the Universe

There are several competing theories about how the universe will
end. Three of these, the Big Freeze, the Big Rip and the Big Crunch
are described below.

1. The Big Freeze or The Big Chill: Several decades ago, physicists
expected the rate of expansion of the universe to slow down as it
expanded because of the pull of gravity. There would then be three
possibilities.

(i) The universe could continue to expand indefinitely with an ever-
slowing rate.

(ii) It would eventually begin to contract if the amount of matter in
the universe is sufficiently large.

(iii) The expansion could simply stop if the amount of matter in the
universe is just right.



However, recent observations have shown that at about half the
current age of the universe, expansion suddenly sped up. This was
totally unexpected. Consequently, physicists had to introduce the
idea of dark mass and dark energy to account for this accelerated
expansion. Here, the word dark is used to signify that one can’t
observe these directly, but their presence can be inferred from their
effects. Current estimates suggest that only less than 4% of the
matter of the universe is visible, the rest being dark matter (23%)
and dark energy (73%). Properties of dark materials, which include
both dark matter and dark energy, are not yet fully understood.
Clearly, they behave differently from normal matters because the
latter would slow down the expansion instead of accelerating it.
Based on estimates of the amount of dark material, the current
consensus is that the universe will continue to expand indefinitely.
In this scenario, the temperature will fall to near absolute zero and
the distances between different objects will eventually become so
large that from any given object, no other object will be visible. The
sky of every planet will slowly change into perpetual darkness since
its sun as well as the stars will be so far away and receding so fast
that light from them will be unable to reach the planet.

The temperature and the distribution of particles will end up being
uniform throughout the entire universe. This will happen because
heat naturally flows from a region of higher to a region of lower
temperature until the temperature becomes the same in both
regions. Similarly, particles move from a region of higher
concentration to a region of lower concentration by diffusion. The
Second Law of Thermodynamics shows that in such a state of
uniform temperature, all activities will cease because without
temperature differentials, no activity can take place. Life itself
cannot exist in such a situation because biological activities, which
sustain life, involve information processing, and such processing
cannot take place unless there are temperature differentials.

Other approaches arrive at the same conclusion about the fate of the
universe. For example, one can consider the idea of disorder, known
as Entropy in physics. If a cup of water is heated, the molecules of

water start moving faster. So, there is more disorder, i.e. the entropy
of the cup of water has increased. As another example, consider heat

being taken out of a refrigerator. The items inside are now cooler,
i.e. the entropy inside has decreased. However, the heat expelled to
the outside ends up being more than the heat that was taken from
inside, i.e. the total entropy of the refrigerator and the environment
has increased. Where does the extra heat come from? 1t comes from
the electricity being used to run the refrigerator. One cannot simply
take heat from a cooler place (refrigerator) and expel it to a hotter
place (outside) because heat doesn’t want to flow from a lower
temperature region to a higher temperature region. The Second
Law of Thermodynamics says that total entropy can only increase
for real-life processes. The amount of heat expelled having to be
more than that taken from inside is a manifestation of this law.
Whether a machine performs work or computations are done, the
total entropy must always increase. Indeed, the entropy of the
universe is continually increasing. In the very, very distant future,
when every part of the universe reaches a uniform temperature,
according to the same law, it will be impossible to perform any
activity that increases entropy. Since every activity increase
entropy, no activity will be able to take place, and therefore the
universe will come to a standstill. The entropy of the universe will
have reached its final, maximum value. The universe will not vanish,
but it will enter a state of perpetual rest. This scenario is known as
heat death of the universe.

2. The Big Rip: In an expanding universe, space itself will continue
to expand, i.e. the distance between any two points will become
larger and larger. Consequently, even the constituent particles of
every atom will be ripped apart from each other as the distance
between them becomes too large. Unlike in the Big Chill, atoms will
cease to exist, and the universe will consist of only elementary
particles and radiation in this scenario.

3. The Big Crunch: We don’t know much about the nature of dark
matter and dark energy. If somehow, they were to change their
current characteristics and reverse the expansion, then the universe
would go through a crunch, and contract to a single point. It could
then undergo another Big Bang, and the entire process could repeat
itself. This idea of going from a Big Crunch into a new Big Bang is
known as the Big Bounce. In this theory, the universe goes through
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birth and death repeatedly. However, Quantum Physics has shown
that due to the Uncertainty Principle, matter can and does escape
from dense objects, even from black holes. Therefore, contraction of
the universe to a single point is not possible. So Big Bounce is now
considered unrealistic. (It should be mentioned that Quantum
Physics is a branch of physics that deals with very small particles
and distances. No prediction of Quantum Physics, however weird,
has ever been found to be incorrect.) Consequently, evaporation of
even black holes is inevitable. In this scenario, a contracting
universe will end up in an equilibrium steady state of very high
density and very small size.

When will the universe end? Current theories predict that stars will
continue to form for another 1 - 100 trillion years. So, none of the
scenarios mentioned above are likely to happen before millions of
trillions of years.

There are other exotic theories about the origin and ultimate fate of
the universe. For example, in String Theory, the universe came into
existence from the collision of two membrane-like sheets, called
branes. The branes are multidimensional. The resulting energy from
the collision gave rise to all the matter and radiation in the universe.
Depending on which kind of universe came into existence, the end
can take many different forms such as the three described before.
However, such models are highly mathematical with no possibility
of experimental verification of any of their unique predictions in the
foreseeable future. Finally, there is a rather high probability that our

The first publicly released science-quali

image from NASA's James Webb Space Telescope, revealed on July 11, 2022, is the deepest infrared view of the universe to date.

entire universe is a giant computer simulation being run by an
advanced civilization. In that case, how and when it will end is
anyone’s guess.

[This is a slightly modified version of an article that previously came
out in an e-magazine (2024).]

Shafiqur Rahman (JCC, Batch 1, 1964-70) is
Emeritus Professor in the Physics Dept. at
Allegheny College, USA. He has published many
research papers and given numerous talks at
national and international venues. He has
received three Demmler Award for Innovative
Teaching. Outside his professional area, he has
published several articles that are of societal
interest. Recently, he was tapped by PBS (Public
Broadcasting Service), the highly prestigious
news organization in the US, to lead a panel
discussion on the five-hour documentary film,
Asian Americans (produced by PBS). He was a panelist in a talk show
organized by Voice of America and RTV of Bangladesh on US Foreign Policy
under President Biden. He is currently working on a novel based on his
memoirs from undergraduate years in East Germany in the 1970s (supported
by a grant from the Mellon Foundation).

mage credit: NASA, ESA, C54, and §TScl
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and team leader of SPI for the Bangabandhu Satellite Program 2012-18.
Lives in Great Falls. Virainia, USA

Welcome to the World of Exotic Travel

Having had the pleasure of traveling on business and vacation to 66
countries during my student life and career from 1972-2018; and after
retirement, I have been spending six months a year abroad, visiting friends
and traveling to places far from the maddening crowd and enjoying ocean
side villas and apartments in the countryside away from large cities, where
I have been many times, | hope that this writeup which is my personal
view of where you should consider going next in the years ahead.

The Allure of Exotic Destinations

The ability to Google places and learn about a destination about six months
earlier is probably the right thing to do, because you can get the best
airfares and accommodations at a good discount. I use several sites to find
my accommodations, and these are not Airbnb type accommodations. Look
at this Swiss company HomeToGo.com, VRBO.com and also Booking.com to
find the optimum accommodations that fit your budget. Advanced
reservations with a cancellation option is the way to go.

Discovering Exotic Destinations:
A Guide to Unforgettable Leisure Travel

Shafiq Chaudhuri

Planning Your Journey

Choosing the Perfect Exotic Destination: There are great locations on all
continents, but I usually visit different continents in the pre-season and
post-season to get the best accommodation for the best price.

Best Times to Visit Exotic Locations: Pre-season, late Spring, i.e. April-May
and September, is great for travel to European destinations and February-
March and October-November for Southern Hemisphere.

Budgeting for Exotic Travel

We all spend more when we travel and usually also go shopping and
sometimes buy trinkets “made in China” selling in places like Dubrovnik,
Croatia. Buy less, and only authentic local products. My budget for Europe
includes two economy air tickets, apartment for a month, car rental for two
weeks and all meals for two persons is $12,000. The car rental being the
most expensive part these days! Also best to rent a diesel car.

Understanding Visa and Entry Requirements

Surprisingly, many countries require a Visa upon arrival for US Passport
holders and some require 2-weeks for online Visa. So, it's best to check
these before you travel

Immersing Yourself in Local Culture

Embracing Cultural Etiquette

It's always very useful to learn a few phrases in the local language,
although I must say almost all cab drivers now use Google voice translator,
and it works well.

Sampling Exotic Cuisines

Please be very careful about what you eat to avoid a serious E.coli infection
that might end you in a hospital. So, no salads or ice cubes in your drink.
Best to eat hot cooked foods and go easy on meats.

Z0Z Y9G WHAON

JJ01d v2

N2DD Aq

=
*

%]
=t




Experiencing Historic Places Staying Connected While Abroad
Everyone should have a global mobile phone; I use T-Mobile that offers me

free SMS and Internet and phone calls to/from at 25¢/minute from most
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I usually take private tours or group tours in a small group of no more than
six people. That way one can ask the guide questions and get a good
response. People who go on bus tours basically get herded around and
learn nothing because the tour guide is busy shepherding the tourists
around and doesn't engage in conversations and give canned lectures. I
also rent a car for 50% of the time, in most places because it allows me to
get off the beaten track and explore the countryside.

Navigating Practicalities

Health and Safety Considerations
It is very important to find a local pharmacy upon arrival, especially if you
are not staying in a hotel.

Packing Tips for Exotic Travel
Please pack light because in most cases you can launder your clothes, and
no one wears fancy clothes in most places.

Transportation and Getting Around
Since I don’t stay in cities anymore, I take Uber or drive for added fun.

Nice, France
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countries around the world. Of course, everywhere there is WiFi these
days and communicating via WhatsApp is the preferred way

Capturing Memories

Photography Tips for Exotic Destinations

I used to carry my DSLR Nikons till 2019 when [ switched to an iPhone 13
Pro and it’s loaded with some great post=processing software and with
minor adjustments, I can take stunning pictures and videos.

Where should you start?

Here are five places in Europe that would be the best place for you to start
your semi-annual two-week vacation. The French countryside is very
beautiful, and I like the Mediterranean coast more than the cities, Provence
is also excellent if you can drive. I have visited Nice over 40 times over the
years and still find it exciting to visit and enjoy the fine cuisine and walk on
the promenade along Avenue de Anglais, where many movies have been
filmed. Drive to Monaco and visit the casino in Monte Carlo for a day trip
and eat at Café de Paris; do people watching.




cariNg

When [ first visit
Monte Carloin
1972, on had to be
in a black tux to be
able to enter the
casino, but things
.| are more casual

| now and people

Monte Carlo,

Monaco

Monte Carlo is
a mystical place
that everyone

has heard

about and saw
in James Bond

movies.

N e

can buy a ticket
for 10 Euro to
gambleina
room adjacent
to the main
casino, where
one can enter in
normal elegant
clothes

Cannes, France, the place of Film
Festival

Having worked with Thales Alenia
Space since the 80s when it was called
Alcatel, I have a natural affinity to
spend time there at the Pullman Hotel
on the Mediterranean Sea with
beautiful vistas and nice restaurants.
One does need a car to drive around
Cannes, Cannes Mandelieu and see the
Film Festival Center, the charming
hotels like Martinez and Carlton and all
the designer stores and the party area
called Le Croisette. From Nice, Cannes
is about 45 minutes by car. On a nice
day it is good to make a stop in Antibes
and see Picasso’s home where he lived
during WWII and it's a museum now.
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Sanremo, Italy

Sanremo is a quaint small town that [ have been frequenting since
1996, after attending meetings at France Telecom in Sophia
Antipolis near Nice. Here several Italian movies staring Sophia
Lauren were shot and I love the promenade by the Sea and my
favorite place to stay is The Miramar Palace Hotel, which was built
in 1889 and totally renovated in 2000; it is probably the most
extraordinary property on the Mediterranean Coast of [taly. A
perfect town to spend leisurely time and enjoy beach front
restaurants. However, my most favorite restaurant that1
discovered in 1996 and have been eating there regularly when [
am in Nice since it's only an hour by car, and these days there is
no border check post. Ristorante Byblos, in Ospedalett, is the
only restaurant in the French-Italian Riviera that actually sitson a
hill on the coast of the Mediterranean Sea. Tell the owner Marco.
my name and you will get special treatment. Over the years | have
taken many families, friends, and officials, for lunch and dinner
there and it is cheaper than dining in a similar quality restaurant
in France.
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The beach chairs are extremely expensive all over the
Mediterranean coast at 80 Euro/day! Butitis nice to get some
sun and enjoy the beach which is packed all summer. So, I prefer
to go pre-season i.e. April-May or post-season in September when
everything is half price. But reservations for these must be done
six months in advance since the demand for hotel rooms and
apartments are extremely high.

Milan, Italy

Milan is the center of high fashion and at par with Paris.
Accommodation is easy to get and there are plenty of eateries,
from pizza to gourmet meals. Of much interest is the Milan
Cathedral (Domo di Milano) whose work began in 1386 and
was fully completed in 1965 six centuries later! A masterpiece
of architecture with a plaza in front for people to gather.

Nearby the Cathedral is the most famous shopping mall called
Galleria Emanuel Vittorio II, filled with designer shops and nice
restaurants serving authentic Italian dishes. In summer 2024,
when we visited Milan and saw a fabulous new hotel designed
and owned by Salvatore Ferragamo, where the rich and famous
stay since the cheapest room is 1,300 Euro/day and the
Presidential Suite is 13,000 Euro/day! But then, a tourist like
me could go in and sit in the lounge and have a drink, which was
not expensive. It was built in 1565 and previously owned by the
Archbishop of Milan.




I can write a litany on travel and the many places I have
been to and things to do, but you have Google to give you
the finer details for each place you wish to visit. What I gain
by traveling so much each year is reconnecting with my
friends, mostly MCC ex-cadets, some from University of
Birmingham, England, some of whom I met this year in
Australia after 60 years and in Singapore after 49 years and
some in California after 35 years, and the joy of that is
immense. But, from visiting new places, | meet new people,
try new local cuisine and drive around the countryside to
look at their farms and vegetation. The takeaway from all
thatis, “we in America live a life of heaven on earth”. It
made me humbler and better positioned to use my talents
to give back to society during my retirement years, in my
areas of expertise; education and healthcare, and bringing
connectivity to bridge the gap in the digital divide.

Last month, I had the opportunity to visit Peru and Chile
and also hiked up to Machu Picchu and see the remains of
the Inca Civilization from 5000BC, 8,000ft up in the Andes
Mountains. An idea popped in my head to utilize Elon
Musk’s Starlink Satellite System and our Alaska Satellite
Operating Company’s (PDI) network management system
to bring Internet to the schools and clinics of the Inca
people left behind in the Andes Mountains. I shall be very
proud to bring this program to fruition in the next three
years, as my last hurrah at age 75.

Conquering Machu Picchu at 8,000ft on September 23, 2024,
at age 72 after heart bypass surgery in 2022.
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Shifting World Order with Evolving Political Ideas - Role of
America & Other Nations

Professor Nasir Ahmed

While the story of human civilization is not very long in comparison to the
existence of our universe, Homo Sapiens has gone through significant changes
in the past three thousand years. However, we have witnessed remarkable,
rather revolutionary changes in the past five hundred years. As the various
societies changed in many forms and shapes, we have seen the emergence of
various ideas and thought models to manage nations and communities.

In the course of history, we have seen the emergence of various philosophical
models of social changes. Some are well known, and some are not so well
known. Models like Capitalism, Socialism, Social Democratic system, religious
model, Elite model, Communist model, Marxist model, Democratic model &
Market model — are well known. The fact is that there is no perfect model &
possibly never will be a perfect model. Most of them have some strengths &
weaknesses (especially in terms of practice & reality. People do like certain
models for their own needs & orientation. And dislike certain models as they
do not fit their needs and aspirations. Most of the known models have been
practiced and found to be useful for the broader humanity. In this global
world, one has to deal with different people from everywhere. It's better to
understand their needs, goals and aspirations. We must get along if we want
to move forward in peace with prosperity. Keep in mind, most people are not
like you. In a way, we are all minorities, all others are majority. So, it's
mandatory for all of us to find a platform (where we can get along & go along
together, so that humanity survives and prosper meaningfully.

Impact of Liberal Ideas: since liberal ideals have influenced

many of us all through our lives & many of us willingly made home in
countries with liberal political systems, it may make sense to understand
liberalism. Liberal ideas evolved during seventeenth & eighteenth centuries
Historical events like the Enlightenment, Magna Carta in England &
opposition to monarchies in Europe in general (led to the development of
liberal governments (not so liberal at that time) by the people. John Locke
was pioneer & pointed out three natural rights (life, liberty, and personal

property. These rights also played important role during American
Independence struggle in 1776. In Locke’s view, the government’s role is
limited, only guaranteeing social order & individual freedom. On the other
hand, John Rawls, the American liberal philosopher focused on “justice as
fairness”. He articulated, “wealth and income distribution do not have to be
equal for all members of the society, but the end result of distribution must
always benefit all parties to the social contract.” While liberalism has many
interpretations, but English-speaking countries like UK, USA, Canada,
Australia & New Zealand are good examples of the practitioners of liberal
political philosophies. Liberal ideas are also popular in English speaking
countries in colonial world albeit in a limited manner. Liberalism is also well
accepted in West European countries (France, Germany, Italy & Nordic
countries in their own way).

Current Challenges to Liberalism in the West: Any idea
is good or good enough if it serves the people well. English speaking liberal
countries (particularly USA, after the Civil Rights movement in 1960s,
welcomed people from all around the world. The Immigration Act of 1965
was instrumental in this regard. Since the USA became the most powerful &
richest country in the world, liberal ideals were also popularized around the
world. With welcoming immigrant policies, America has become a diverse
country, and traditional mainstream people got puzzled with all the newly
arrived people with different racial, national & religious backgrounds. So, the
seeds for the populist movement were sown. The election of Barack Obama as
the first Black US President was the turning point. American Populist moment
was in full blown, so much so that Donald Trump got elected immediately
after Obama. It turned America to its traditional conservative theme in
opposition to newly changed America (with MAGA movement. The clash of
diversified America with tribal populist movement — will decide the fate of
America, hence the fate of liberalism in USA.




America’s Challenges (Inside and Outside: America
needs to think more creatively. Crisis closes old doors and opens new doors.
But we need to have some sense about where the new doors are, otherwise
you will end up punching at the old doors which are closed for ever. Old
norms and guidance need to change. We need to think ‘out box.” But what type
of out of box thinking we are talking about? Socrates famously said,
“unexamined life is not worth living.” And his more famous idea “rationalistic
moral philosophy,” is the call of the current time (which is supposed to be the
basis of the Western Civilization.

It may be a good idea to point out some missing opportunities of American
diplomacy around the world since World War II. America became the leader
of the free world (rather the whole world) and made some major adjustment
in her domestic front by making America more inclusive for her own citizens
and opening the world for immigration from all parts of the world.

American political values are part of the Western Civilization. The main
attraction was “Legal-rational” approach as propagated by Max Weber. Of
course, we can bring Locke and Rousseau’s “social contract” ideas, which
made sure the existence of democratic governments with “limited power.”
Western people wanted government to manage the state, and they are ready
to sacrifice some power but not giving the government ‘absolute power.”

But things did not go perfectly in American history. There is a superficial
feeling that power belongs to people, but in fact power has been accumulated
(both political, economic and legal) in a manner that the average person’s
needs are not addressed properly. For example, the stimulus package under
both Trump and Biden, have helped average persons, but the corporate
entities and wealthy benefited much more than average citizens. Anyway,
America’s Corporate power is legendary — they are the center of capitalism;
hence they are the center of everything.

In the case of foreign policy, we see too much bias toward certain countries,
against others. The ongoing Middle East conflict is a good example. We may
have to pay higher price in the long run, if we don't balance the diplomatic
policies with rational moral philosophy. It's a great challenge for American to
get out of this abyss.

Challenge from the Rest: America’s challenge from industrialized
China, nuclear powered Russia, Oil rich Arab countries, emerging Latin
America, Africa & Asians - are mindboggling. It's true that in the past few
centuries, the West had been ahead in every game. Of course, we must keep in
mind; there was history before Western history. Only recently, since the

emergence of the newly independent countries in the Non-Western world
have captured a relatively strong position in economy, trade, technology and
education. Asian countries particularly China turned out to be powerful
players in the affairs of the world. They have done very well and putting up
competition with the Western countries in every turn. The populist
movement in the West — particularly in America forcing America to take a
tougher stand against China, which possibly will not bring long term benefits.
Russia is a traditional powerful country controlling the largest number of
nuclear weapons in the world. Along with Russia (China, India, Southeast
Asian countries, some Middle Eastern, Latin America and African nations are
also playing important role in the affairs of the world. Their importance will
grow. Twenty first century will be a century of diversity. Every nation can
give something to the world as every nation has some uniqueness and
exceptionalism. At the end of the day, some type of compromise may have to
be made for the benefit of the whole world. Ethnocentric thinking by the West
needs to be adjusted and non-Western countries also need to think of the
world.

Liberal Ideas in Developing Countries - Bangladesh

as a Case: Younger generation around the world are fed up with
autocratic rule and corruption by the people in state power. The new
generation in Bangladesh wanted liberty & freedom with respect. Their
slogan was “Live Free or Die.” The demonstration started to protest quota/job
(but the government’s disproportionate response & autocratic attitude
(turned this protest demonstration to a mass movement. Then it turned to a
revolution & forced the government's resignation. Of course, massive
corruption by government cronies & fixed up elections added to the fire. This
is also the problem with other Asian, African, American (Latin) and Arab
countries. Political democracy depends on cultural democracy. It takes time to
develop cultural democracy. We need independent & original/critical

thinkers (and connected economic & educational development. Unfortunately,

most of the non-Western countries do not pass that threshold. It takes time to
develop societies based on institutionalized rule of law that can guarantee
independent judiciary & free/fair election. Good side of the whole episode is
this (We have a new generation of young man & women, who are brought up
by online globalization (and cultural democracy, unlike the older generations.
We see an enlightened generation, who might be the vanguard of
institutionalized democracy in Bangladesh & may be around the globe.
Bangladeshi youths are better educated in quality & quantity (now than
before. Bangladesh had only 6 universities in 1970s, and they have around
200 public/private universities. And hundreds of connected colleges, medical
schools & technical schools. The same is happening all around the Non-
Western world. Educated and well-informed youths don't tolerate bossism or
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autocratic behavior. So the future of institutionalized or common
democracy is very much possible. All these independent with sovereign
powers in the last 50/80 years. They have done well to guide their own fate.
Hopefully progress will continue.

Role of Global Companies: We need to take into consideration
the role of large multinational companies in America. America may lose
political and diplomatic power in the affairs of the world, but American global
tech companies - like Google, Apple, Microsoft, Meta, Amazon, Nvidia and
Tesla — are the new colonial power/bosses in the affairs of the world. The
CEOs or the main stockholders of these companies, and other major financial
and powerful companies (are treated like royalties all around the world. So
direct and indirect influence of America will be there for the foreseeable
future. Also, Non-Western countries are producing powerful regional and
global companies, and the evolution of financial power though the sovereign
funds by rich countries — are worth to be noted. These types of powerful
platforms are becoming new players in affairs of the world.

Power of America’s New Immigrants: America is a country
of immigrants. And since the Word War II, immigrants came from all around
the globe — particularly from the Non-Western countries. In America,
particularly in large metropolitan cities, traditional American demography
has changed - to a level that the United States of American can very well be
termed as United Nations of America. This is an unexpected power of
America, which will help America to continue her leadership in the affairs of
the world. No other Empire had this type of plus point. New immigrants can
play a powerful role, if they want to. As a matter of fact, new immigrants and
their children and grandchildren - are playing effective role and this will take
America and the world (to a new horizon of advancement.

Empires Fall Due to Internal Conflicts: we have seen rise
and fall of the Empires (Roman Empire, Persian Empire, Khan Empire,
Ottoman Empire, Mughal Empire, Russian Empire, British Empire and current
American Empire. Most of the Empire’s downfall is connected to
internal/domestic disputes. If the internal economy, politics and cultural
context is in good shape — Empire is also in good shape. What we are
observing about American Empire is that there are lot of internal conflicts in
American society and politics. It's still manageable but a time may come, it

may not be manageable - if we don't address the issues with common sense
and make reasonable compromises (with the Win-Win model. Our hope is
that American exceptionalism will save America in the long run — with
everyone's legitimate participation.

Future (Pragmatism without Illusion: The world is going
through lot of challenges. Ups & downs are part of life. We have seen &
experienced lot of everything in life (more or less) (from Kennedy/MLK
assassination, Bangladesh liberation war in 1971, Vietnam war, Impact of
911, Afghan-Iraq war, recession in USA & all around, emergence of Asian
economic & political power, protests against autocratic regimes around the
World, Ukraine /Gaza war, political/cultural conflicts in Europe & North
America, abrupt change in Bangladesh by protest movement led by Gen Z
(and now possible election of a woman of color as President of USA. Change is
the constant variable. We must accept these challenges & address them with
prudence & wisdom. We need an enlightened mindset with constant act (do
something) to change me, you and everyone else around us.

Young people have a lot of talents with high IQ. But they need to work on their
EQ. And make the world a better place to live. Let's act with civility, smartness
& prudence. Move forward to a democratic & corruption free society based on
equity and diversity around the world. A system based on rules of law, and a
democratic code of conduct (Constitution) based on separation of power,
checks & balances, due process, term limits and independent judiciary system.
Political position should be used to serve people (not a tool for personal or
family benefit. Of course, we can move forward with pragmatism without
illusion, oppression and dysfunctionalism.

Oct 10, 2024

Dr. Nasir Ahmed (MCC, Batch 06, 1968-74). Professor of Political
Science and Public Administration, Grambling State University,
Louisiana. Lives in Ruston, Louisiana. Board of Trustee of MECANA
2024.




Passing on the Torch: The Case for an “Ambassador Program for
the Cadet College Club of North America

Kazi Asadul Mamun

We are shaped by many things both internal and external. One could argue
that we are a composite of our thoughts, aspirations, hopes and desires on the
one hand, and experiences, interactions, relationships, and our surroundings,
on the other. The interplay of internal forces and external stimuli is constantly
rubbing against each other sometimes in friendly fashion and oftentimes
battling to gain ascendancy to provide a shape to our personalities--albeit
amorphous in some cases--until we reach adulthood. In most cases, at some
concrete age we gain perspective and society expects us to make rational and
reasonable decisions. At least, that is the theory.

Depending on how we come out of the “battle” (although I prefer interaction)
between the internal dynamics that shape us and the external stimuli that
each of us is subject to, we morph into a “type,” for lack of a better word. Thus,
we find innumerable categories to label each person. Some examples are
introverted, extroverted, positive, negative, sunny, dark, humorous,
lackluster, and the list literally can go on and on. However, if you have a group
of people who have a common and shared experience for a significant period
during their formational years, the likelihood is that despite minor individual
differences, members of this group will have a similar outlook to life. I am not
suggesting the experience of everyone in this group is similar—far from it.
However, for the vast majority, it is remarkably similar. This similarity in turn
builds a bond that can last a lifetime.

While that was a circuitous way to make a point, I believe that it was
important to lay down the context so [ can make a strong case for what I am
about to suggest. But first, I want to make a few points about our adopted
homeland. Most of us in CCCNA are either permanent residents or citizens of
the United States and Canada. Recent threats to democracy notwithstanding,
the United States is still largely a practicing democracy with separation of
powers and a robust voting system. As citizens, we vote in representatives at
all levels of government—the municipality, the school board, the city, the
state, and finally the Federal Government itself. Another important thing
about politics in the United States is that money plays a very important role in
determining who is voted into positions of power. While some might argue
this is somehow unprincipled, I would state categorically that this system
helps organized groups elect members of Congress and the Senate

sympathetic to their cause. Arguably, the candidate who has the largest pot
almost always has the upper hand when running for office at almost any level.
Not only is this borne out by fact, but there is also a whole lot of actual
academic research on this, most notably Mancur Olson’s seminal work, The
Logic Of Collective Action. One of the arguments the author makes is that the
size of the group is not as relevant when it comes to the amount of pressure it
can put on legislators to gain a desired outcome if the group is organized and
uniform in its pursuit. Since then, there have been many works in political
science, political economy, sociology, organization theory and a variety of
other disciplines on this topic. I only introduced this to state that my
assessment of group pressure to force a desired outcome is not simply an
assertion but based on academic research by bona fide scholars.

I cannot think of another group which is more “organized” than we are. Let
me clarify, we might not be organized in the common usage of the term in that
we are timely for registering for reunions, or attending events, or even
holding zoom meetings. Far from it: in this regard we find it hard to shed our
cultural inclinations. But we are “organized” in the sense that we have a
shared experience which is even more significant because our beliefs were
formulated and affirmed during our foundational years— “the halcyon days of
youth”, to borrow a literary term. In other words, we all went to similar
institutions (in my time, Faujdarhat, Momenshahi, Jhenidah, and Rajshahi
Cadet College) and were subject to the same physical and academic rigor. We
are also fortunate that we have members from the very first batch to the
latest one who have found a home here in the US. CCCNA is already doing a
good job in collecting information about members living here in North
America and putting all thatin a database.

Let’s now turn to another important issue which needs to be brought out in
the open to make my case more immediate. I do not think anyone will argue
that we have been fully Americanized. We were all brought up in the Bangalee
culture or variations thereof (a majority intermingled with Islamic practices
and traditions, some secular, and very few in other religious traditions,
Hinduism and Christianity in particular). The overwhelming theme in all
these trends were the Bangalee tradition such as risk averseness, a belief that
education is the key to success, respecting the elderly, staying away from

UTAWIAON

zoz

JJ014 ¥

NDJJD Aq

=
*
Ba
0




C0Z YT IWIAON

&

£9DD014 ¥

230

=
=
>
W
(=]

controversial topics, etc. Equally pervasive were some of the negative tenets
of our culture such as class consciousness, disdain for any profession which
was not based on education, a tendency to remember whose parents were
from lower economic circles and closing access to their off-spring, and a host
of other clearly politically incorrect assertions. The positive traits were a
great asset to us in our new homeland. Our blind belief in higher education
pulled us out of our initial struggle for good and even prominent positions in
our chosen professions. There are plenty of examples, but this piece is not to
panegyrize individuals although they all deserve credit but is forward
thinking and focused on how we can leverage our unique background to
become a force in American society.

The negative traits that we inherited and brought with us is front and center
in building my case. We are handicapped in ways that most of us cannot seem
to fathom. If we interview and do not get the top job, most of us are always
looking for excuses as to why-despite in our mind being the best candidate-
we did not get the position. You know what I am talking about—we seethe,
bicker, and blame racism in all its manifestations. [ am not saying that those
elements are not there in the determination of employers when they make
hiring decisions. | am stating that it is much more than that. If we can
acknowledge that simple fact, we can move forward with ease and perhaps
even eventually secure that lucrative position. Examples abound of
Bangladeshi Americans being highly successful in their chosen fields. Dr.
Omar Ishrak who was the CEO of Medtronics until very recently is a very good
example and there are many others.

We need to “create” a Bangladeshi-American who incorporates the great
traits of the Bangalee culture and the best characteristics of the American
workplace. The answer is staring at us in the face and we need to act on this.
The next generation of Bangladeshi-Americans, our children can be primed
with a lot of effort on our part to be the next generation of American
scientists, teachers, entrepreneurs, astronauts, doctors, engineers,
politicians—the horizon is practically endless. While we have the common
bond of being from the cadet colleges, , they do not. But what they have in
plain view is their parents’ bond with their fellow mates. Since 1995 up until
recently, the sixth batch from MCC has held a reunion in North America each
year. Not only were we reigniting our friendship, our spouses, after a few
years, became very good friends as well. Our children grew up together and
through the miracle of technology created a group called MCC68-2G (second
generation). This did not happen automatically, it happened because our
group made a conscious decision to meet every year with our wives and
children at a different location. Oh sure, there were instances where our
spouses were fired of hearing the same stories, listening to the same songs,
the crummy playing of instruments but it was all in good fun. This lasted until
our kids started going to college, graduate school and on to their own

professional lives. From this observation I can tell you that the bonding
period is the same as it was for us, roughly between the ages of 12 and 18.

I am asking the leaders of CCCNA to create a CCCNA Ambassador Program for
this age group. Personally, I have created two very successful Ambassador
Programs, one at the School of Business at the University of California,
Riverside (www.ucr.edu) and one at my charitable foundation, BACHAO the
Bangladeshi-American Charitable Organization (www.bachaohelp.org). The
mission, purpose and goals of both organizations were slightly different and
mirrored the goal of the institutions which they represented. One thing that
was common to both was that the program created a bond between these
youths which persevere even today. I urge the CCNA Executive Committee to
think about this seriously. It will be a lot of work, but it will be worth it. This
will create the common experience for them which we already had simply by
attending our respective cadet colleges back in Bangladesh

The next generation has all the positive traits of our culture and not our hang-
ups. These young men and women know the lay of the land, they know the
processes, they have the larger network, and one day they will have the
prominence to achieve their goals. The things that they can eventually achieve
in the American political, social and business landscape is limitless. They can
be organized and perhaps someday form a group which can influence
decision makers to enhance the interest of the Bangladeshi American
community. None of this will happen unless we take the initiative and create
this program. While CCNA's larger goal is to help foster and rekindle
relationships between its members, it cannot ignore the reality that we its
members are Americans and the children more fully so and we must make
every effort to be an integral part of the American political, social, and
economic system. All successful immigrant groups played a major role in
giving their off springs a helping hand. There is no reason we cannot and
every reason why we should.

It is time to pass on the torch!!

10lson, Mancur - The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory
of Groups, Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1965, 1971.

Kazi Asadul Mamun (MCC, Batch 06, 1968-74) [ Lives in Corona,
California. Retired Assistant Dean, School of Business, University of
California, Riverside. Kazi Mamun@Ucr.Edu.



30th March 1971

Ashfaque Hai

It is with a sense of pride and honour that I recollect the events of 30t March 1971, at
Jessore Cantonment. My father, Lt Col. Syed Abdul Hai, was commissioned in 1950 in
the Army Medical Corps (AMC). He was posted on deputation to the Ghana army from
1965 to 1969. Being abroad cultivated his perspective that the emancipation and
economic development of East Bengal was not well served within the existing political
construct of Pakistan. My father had no interest in participating in Ayub Khan's 1965
misadventure against India. When the Pakistan army recalled him in September 1965,
he managed to avoid going back. The Six Points Programme launched under the
leadership of Bangabandhu - combined with the Agartala Initiative - resonated with
my father’s pro-Bengali thinking and beliefs.

Upon his return to Pakistan in 1969, he was appointed the commanding officer of 7
Field Ambulance in Jessore Cantonment, as part of the 107 Brigade. In the immediate
aftermath of the devasting Cyclone, which struck on 12th November 1970, 7 Field
Ambulance was extensively involved in relief and reconstruction work in Bhola. While
there, his interactions with Tofail Ahmed of the Awami League directly exposed him to
the fundamental political awakening that had taken root in East Bengal. The December
1970 election results vindicated this realization.

Following the historic 7t March speech in 1971, my father decided to come to Dacca
from Jessore to reach out to Awami League for guidance. During the period 8t to 12t
March, he held separate meetings with Barrister Amirul Islam MP and Col. M. A. G.
Osmani MP, seeking guidance on what actions, if any, the Bengali elements of the army
ought to take. These were monitored by the army’s Inter-Services Intelligence.

My father returned to Jessore Cantonment accompanied by my mother Naseem Hai,
my younger brothers Adel and Aref, and | on 13t March. His decision to enter with
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both the Shonar Bangla and Black flag flying on our car was reported to Brigadier
Rahim Durrani, the commanding officer of 107 Brigade.

The Bengali soldiers and junior-commissioned officers (JCOs) of 7 Field Ambulance,
were very alert and sensitive to the ongoing political developments of the time. These
sentiments found a sympathetic ear in my father, who by then had developed a special
and direct relationship with them. Whenever they heard the adjacent units shout pro-
Pakistani slogans, they retorted with “Joy Bangla!” Brigadier Rahim Durrani, used to call
my father and order him to control his troops. It was brave of my father to respond that
the soldiers of his unit had the same right to express their feelings as the Pakistanis.

During this time, my father was desperately trying to liaise with Bengali officers in
Jessore Cantonment with a view to forming a coordinated response to any direct action
that the Pakistani army might take. The greatest obstacle he faced was the unwillingness
of Lt. Col Rezaul Jalil - the Bengali commanding officer of 1 East Bengal Regiment - to
contemplate any response. Leading up to 25t March, Lt. Col Jalil was the senior-most
Bengali army officer wielding direct command over combat troops in East Bengal.

My father did manage to arrange meetings with Captains Nuruzzaman and Abdul
Wahab. Captain Hafizuddin Ahmed, Bir Bikram, of 1 East Bengal Regiment was away
and only returned to join his battalion at Chaugacha in the third week of March. My
father knew him from the time they were involved in cyclone relief work in Bhola. Given
that Captain Hafiz was away and closely surrounded by Pakistani officers of 1 East
Bengal, my father could not directly contact him.

Early on the morning of 30th March 1971 Lt. Col Rezaul Jalil surrendered the keys of
his armory to Brigadier Rahim Durrani. Bengali soldiers broke open their armory and
started defending themselves against 25 Baluch. Captain Hafiz and Lt. Anwar Hossain
provided leadership. As they evacuated the cantonment towards Chaugacha Bazar, Lt
Anwar, Bir Uttam, was hit with machine gun fire and embraced martyrdom.

Simultaneously, the Bengali soldiers of 7 Field Ambulance also started resisting by
breaking open their armory. My father encouraged his Bengali soldiers to join up with

East Bengal and escape from the cantonment. The Pakistani soldiers threw away their
AMC epaulets insignia, crossed over to the Pakistani lines, and informed them that the
Bengali soldiers had joined up with those of 1 East Bengal, and that my father had
encouraged them to do so.

My mother received a number of telephone calls from my father. My mother would
later recount that in the last phone call my father managed to make before the
telephone connection was lost, he said, “The firing and shelling of my offices have
intensified, and if anything were to happen to me the children will be there for youw.”
While my brothers and I have been there for my mother over the last 50 years, it is my
mother who made countless sacrifices and remained steadfast in taking up new
challenges to raise and educate us.

After midday a group of soldiers of 22 Frontier Force approached the rear door of the
room leading to my father's office. [ understand that they were led by a certain Captain
Mumtaz. | haven't been able to verify his identity.
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The group also included a
Pakistani soldier of 7 Field
Ambulance who could identify
my father. They started
knocking on the door and
demanded that it be opened.
With his adjutant, Captain
Sheikh to his left, my father
approached the door and
replied back that they were all
unarmed doctors. As soon as
Captain Sheikh opened the door,
two men entered the room and,
having identified my father,
opened brush fire—firston my My father’s office after being shelled
father and then on Captain 1971 Picture taken December 1972.
Sheikh. Having shot them, the

Pakistani soldiers did not proceed to kill anyone else. They left.
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On 31st March, Brigadier Durrani called and told my mother that my
father had been killed in a crossfire. She said to the Pakistani officers
present that she had a pistol and would shoot herself if she was not
allowed to take my father’s body back to Dacca. Arrangements were
made for us to take the body back to Dacca on one of the flights
bringing in Pakistani reinforcements. The Pakistan Army ordered us
not to mourn publicly and that the burial should be done in a quiet
manner. On 1 April, we buried our father in Azimpur graveyard
under the surveillance of the army.

4 & W _BiY
Two excerpts reproduced below establishes the Pakistani Army’s Mrs. and Major-General Mustafizur
premeditated intention to kill any officer with pro Bengali views. Rahman, uncle Farug Choudhury, my

First, from the recollected memoirs of Lt. Shamsher Mobin had killed our good Bengali doctor, an army colonel. I expressed my horror at the unwarranted
Chowdhury, Bir Bikram, of 8 East Bengal Regiment who was wounded and captured at ~ murderof an innocent and well-meaning human being who had invariably shown great concern
the famous Battle of Kalurghat Bridge. "An ambulance carried me to the Dacca CMH, and I for us. This remark provoked the young captain to point his gun at me because he felt I was
was admitted to the Officer’s Ward after the Duty Doctor completed the necessary paperwork.  defending a traitor; for the Pakistani troops every Bengali was a traitor.”

I told him my name, Unit and that I was an officer from 8 East Bengal and was wounded in Ailiv haed o Orat tsi Gk i Fodand el
Chittagong. Within seconds, the mood changed, and the word was spread around the Ward that ko el 4 K s £ e W A e i il ot

Iwas an enemy. At one stage, I overheard one of the Pakistani officers telling others how Lt. Col. by Bangla.desh Betar as part of the series, "Pages. from Hlﬂury" (Etihashar Prishta

S A Hai, a Bengali officer of the Army Medical Corp, was killed in Jessore on 30% March. I heard Theke). Fifty years have elapsed, yet the mEnures and emol’lor.ls of those d.‘.iys of

one of the officers going to great lengths to describe how Col. Hai in connivance with his wife March 1971 are etched fresh and forever in me. These recollections are dedicated to
was inciting Bengali officers in Jessore to revolt. They were caught and he was shot in cold blood. ~ those killed by the Pakistani army in Jessore. Invoking the colossal sacrifice in times of
Second, from “What Was Once East Pakistan” (OUP 2010) by Syed Shahid Hussain, a Pakistani ~ war by a historic city, “let no one forget, let nothing be forgotten.”

national. He was the Additional Deputy Commissioner of Khulna in March 1971 and was
evacuated to Jessore Cantonment on 29 March. “That evening an army captain was recounting

the day’s (30 March) exploits. I was saddened to learn from him that they or perhaps he himself Ashfamue Hai (MCC, Bateh 06, 1968-74)




Poems in the Days of Chemotherapy

1l
Inside my skull, a swarm of shellfish
Sank like a living catfish for a while.

Like a friend, it envelops

The clinic ‘Health & Hope',

Sucking all ailments to become the Neelkantha,
Struggling against all-out cancer attack.

Or perhaps my friends painted blue on the hospital
Together,

Sidr cloud filled with the cancer fury
Have now vanished from the horizon.
Despair and anxiety is fading, dear.
Like an impressionist painting,
Family shouldering tolerance.

2.

Veins are filled with textile-colored medicine, going,
going—

With my two hands, | bear countless punctures.

The next day, [ await the ‘white-dressed nurse’

To inject the ‘chemical dye’,

To burst the 'syringe full of sorrow’

In the drowsy afternoon.

My beloved is at the office,

My daughter is at her laptop—working,
She lightly presses on my shoulder:

“Is it hurting, Baba?"

My beloved returns,

In her eyes, she hides the potential fear of ICU,
Counting the final day to come

With the colorful toxic in my veins,

Distaste, and smell are nil, almost motionless stone,
Days of lethargic pain,

Yet mornings renewed with promises,

Days of running between the hospital and home;
Oh my days!

Mostaque Ahmed

3.

Again, low blood pressure with vertigo, shivers,
Helpless in bed;

The vertigo (sometimes shaking my head

In a futile attempt to escape from the chaos.

The voices of loved ones, the insistent calls,

The echoes of a distant city—

[ have conquered fear by seeing my little daughter’s
face.

4.

The monsoon is fierce

At my window.

The garden is forbidden,

The balcony almost unreachable.
My pet cats

Are abandoned -

Afraid of infection,

Friends, isolated me

For ages -

Poetry doesn't mess around either
At this monsoon window.

5.
An ambulance stops in traffic,
Police remain silent in this motionless web.

When will the boat arrive, when shall I breathe,
Blue face ascends on the stretcher.

6.

Evenafter a long time without speaking,
Learned so much about socialization

In the rainy winds,

On days of sickness.

7

Among the photocopy crowd, a day of celebration
comes,

It's Eid day -

[ sit waiting on the clinic roof, showered in rain.
In a new attire — a red Fotua.

My daughters come, shining bright.
The sky filled with the moon,
The heart filled with brightness.

8.

Mercury can no longer show fever.

Thinking while recovering from the fever of death,
When will mother earth's fever drop?

9.

In my destitute veins,

blood cells are being born. Ah! sweet tadpoles -
Totally emptied, under the clutches of a ruthless
washerman;

[ did say the evening was free -

Oh! This is how illness makes us liars!

In the empty veins, | hear the song of blood cells.

10.

Live in the egg albumins,

Living through a few joyous evenings,
Finding the young horseman of Chittagong.

It takes courage to stay alive: to touch the incurable!
Every morning requires a vow:

Just two more steps to go

Today!

(Translated by Lilaboti, Poet’s

ChatGPT)
Dr. A H Mostaque Ahmed (MCC

#905, Batch 17, 1979-85),
Physician & Public Health
Specialist, Poet & Story Writer.
Lives in Dhaka. The number of
published books is eleven including poetry, short story
and prose. E-mail: aha.mostaque@gmail.com, +88-
01749703167
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Almirah of Love

Murtaza Tarin

I am handing you moonlit Beauty!
Those who call birds through the moonlit eyes of the trees,
Laugh, fly and rejoice in singing,
I form for them this incomparably beautiful time of my personal world!
Those who picture motion and moonlight in marvel out of Human tears,

I exude pearls of tears for them in the streets, wilderness and the palace of
Poetry!

The woman who beautifies the frozen footpath in a wintery night with
Poetry of fire,

I myself accumulate all the embellished kisses of the century for her inside
the closet of LOVE!

Holding that closet of LOVE deep inside my Heart | roam around!
But nobody ever knows the beautiful flame of that LOVE!
I am handing you that moonlit Beauty!

01.21.1994
Dedicated to Edmund Gerald “Jerry” Brown Jr. and Jeremy Bernard Corbyn

Captives of Hunger and Love!

Murtaza Tarin

Carrying a concealed homeland deep inside Heart how ardently they have
shed tears!

For a dish of rice how many times they have gone to war!
How many times they have changed their country for a trifle refuge!
This Earth has deceived them without giving a shelter!
Yet they LOVE the land!

That paper picker and waste collector of the footpath, that uprooted child,
That wanton prostitute, that rickshaw-puller having no sandal,
That unemployed POET without the security of a job,

All of them want a golden homeland.

All they want is a handful of rice.

They don't claim too much.

All of them are prisoners of a tempest.

Like a tempestuous juvenile remains captive forever in his first LOVE with
a colorful lady,

All of them are captives of hunger and LOVE!
Pretty much this is the tale untold!

04.08.1994

Dedicated to Tammy Suzanne Green Baldwin

Ishtiak Murtaza (MCC Batch 19, 1981-87). Lives in Los Angeles, California
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Pfizer's Cancer Drug Combo Improves Overall Survival in Late-
Stage Study

(A

Zayeda Aktar

Pfizer is #1 in the drugs and biotechnology industry in the Forbes
2024 best employer in the world list. | am proud to work there as a
Feasibility Strategic Analytics Lead within the Oncology Group,
focusing on strategic planning of Clinical Trials. Our company
mission is to create breakthroughs that change patients’ lives (and
our ambition is to change a billion lives a year. Here is a recent
article on accomplishments in a project | worked in: Pfizer's cancer
drug combo improves overall survival in late-stage study (Reuters)
(Pfizer said a combination of its drugs, Talzenna and Xtandi, helped
prolong the lives of patients with a type of advanced prostate cancer
in a late-stage study.
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The drug combination showed a significant improvement in the
overall survival in patients with metastatic castration-resistant
prostate cancer (mCRPC) regardless of the presence of a mutation,
compared to Xtandi alone, Pfizer said. Overall survival indicates the
period of time patients lived after their diagnosis or the start of
treatment. mCRPC is an advanced stage of the disease where cancer
has spread to other parts of the body and is usually associated with
poor prognosis. About 10%-20% of prostate cancer patients
develop mCRPC within 5 to 7 years of diagnosis, according to Pfizer.

The Talzenna-Xtandi combination was approved by the U.S. Food
and Drug Administration last year to treat mCRPC patients with a
type of genetic mutation.

Zayeda Aktar

Director, Feasibility Strategic Analytics Lead (Oncology,
Operational Analytics & Quantitative Science (0OAQS),
Pfizer Inc, New York Office.

Spouse of Md Asaduzzaman (Asad), GS, CCCNA (PCC
1987-93), Lives in New Hyde Park, NY

Pfizer said it plans to share the results with global health authorities
to potentially update Talzenna's label. The FDA had also approved
AstraZeneca's Lynparza in combination with hormone therapy
abiraterone last year to treat mCRPC patients with a type of
mutation.
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What Happens Next after the 2024 General Election?

Abrar Rahman

By the time this commentary has been published, the United States of America will
have selected its 47th President: either current Vice President Kamala Harris or
former President Donald Trump. Regardless of who the victor will be, both citizens
and denizens of the United States cannot afford to sit idly by until the next general
election in 2028. This also absolutely includes Bangladeshi-Americans, Arab-
Americans, Muslim Americans, and everyone in between.

Should Trump regain office, it can be expected that his second (and final) term will be
far more precarious for the world than his first. Trump made his intentions clear via
his aggressive comments on the campaign trail and his affiliation with Project 2025,
an extremist right-wing agenda that would reshape the bureaucracy from our
currently imperfect democracy to a despotic and tyrannical government (most
Republicans have vocalized their opposition to such a plan).

Trump proponents may contend that his critics are simply over-exaggerating their
fears and that Trump will of course vow to protect the Constitution as a law-abiding
public servant (Trump is currently facing 88 criminal charges within four separate
indictments). However, the Supreme Court recently ruled that Presidents enjoy broad
immunity from criminal prosecution for any and all official acts. While what
constitutes “official acts” is being debated in the judiciary, Trump can nonetheless
reshape the couniry as he sits with impunity.

Once again, his administration will aggressively deport undocumented citizens and
implement forced separations between migrants and their children at the southern
border. Once again, a travel ban will be instituted and citizens from several Muslim-
majority countries will be barred from entering the United States. And once again,
Palestine will suffer beyond the bounds of human comprehension.

Trump has often voiced his apathy and outright hatred of the Palestinians known on
the campaign trail (he uses “Palestinian” as a slur). He has repeatedly stated that
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu should “Finish the Job” with respect to
the ongoing genocide in Gaza, even going as far to suggest that President Biden is
“holding him back.” He and his son-in-law Jared Kushner have openly
contemplated forcibly removing Palestinians from Gaza in order to develop
very desirable waterfront real estate. And of course, he is perfectly content with
Israel illegally occupying and building settlements in the West Bank, having
essentially abandoned decades-long U.S. policy advocating for a two-state solution.

Should Harris secure the Presidency, her administration may be marginally
more compassionate towards the Palestinians. Whenever the horrors of Gaza are
brought up to her, she reiterates the same four talking points: that Hamas must be
dismantled, that the Israeli hostages be released, that a ceasefire is implemented, and

that conditions in both Gaza and the West Bank improve to enable a two-state
solution.

Yet Arab-Americans, Muslim Americans, and those Bangladeshi-American voters that
sympathize with Palestine are right to feel abandoned by the current Biden-Harris
administration. President Biden may claim that his administration is working
“tirelessly” towards a ceasefire, but his regular supply of aid and weapons to Israel
clearly suggests otherwise. The fact that Harris has refused to distance herself from
Biden's policies and not suggested what she would do differently with respect to the
current conflict should give these voters pause. Indeed, for many of these voters, the
decision comes down to selecting the lesser of two evils.

Regardless of who wins, our work will just be ‘beginning’. To put it plainly, there are
two broad elements that affect any U.S. Policy: the demographics of voters in affected
counties, districts, and states and money from special interest groups.

Until Muslims, Arabs, and Bangladeshis vote regularly and in decisive numbers in all
elections (general, mid-term, special, state and local), we will continue to be invisible
to people that are supposed to represent us.

And despite our reservations and instincts for self-preservation, we need to be more
politically engaged, thoroughly organized, and utterly willing to open our checkbooks
and wallets to better influence our local school boards, town council members, state
and federal representatives, governors, and even our next president.

So, if you have not already done so, get registered with your local board of elections,
get involved with every public servant and campaign that can affect the lives of your
loved ones, and get ready to spend more money than you think is necessary.

Our families at home have not given up. Our loved ones abroad have not given up.
Palestine has not given up.

So, neither will we.

Disclaimer: The opinions and views expressed in this editorial belong solely to the
author and do not reflect those of the Cadet College Club of North America in any way.

P
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New York 10/29/2024
Abrar Rahman, Son of Khondeker Masud Rahman (JCC 1969-75).
Lives in Long Island, NY.




“Raise your words, not voice.
It is rain that grows flowers,
not thunder.”

“The happiness of your life
depends upon the quality of your
thoughts.”

MARCUS AURELIUS

Roeraary stoie phibrenplser 127 - 180
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Mia Akbar (FCC 1st Intake, Batch 5, 1958-64), Lt
Colonel (Retd.). Lives in Kew Gardens, NY. Chief
Adviser, CCCNA.

Photo Credit: https://thefinancialpostbd.com/main/article/3664
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Physician, Stage and Film Actor, Director, Poet, Playwright, TV
Anchor, Past President of Bang;adesh Association of New Jersey..
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Dr Faruque Azam (MCC Batch 3, 1965-69). Lives in Princeton, NJ.
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Parveen Sultana Ratna. Wife of Khondeker Masud Rahman (JCC 1969-
| 75). Lives in Long Island, NY.
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“ONE THING ONLY [ KNOW,
AND THAT IS THAT | KNOW NOTHING.

Socrates (470 — 399 BC) - Greek philosopher

"The best and most beautiful
things In the world
cannot be seen or even touched.

They must be felt with the heart

- Helen Keller

Helen Keller (1880 - 1968) American author,
disability rights advocate, political activist and lecturer.
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CCCNA Event Photo: 2019 October, NYC - CCCNA !nﬂugmﬂhsn Reumon
Photo from CCCNA FB Cover-Photo

(‘CCNAE ent Photo: 2022 Septembm 10, Amluai Picnic athr_g Isfand NY
Photo by Zia Moin Haider MCC 1980-86

CCCNA Event Photo: 2024 September 22 NYC Dinner with For E’IJ'F.' AdL isor
Photo by Mahfil Ali MCC 1980-86

CCCNA Event Photo: 2020 March 09, NYC - President's Dinner by CCCNA
Phom by Zia Moin Haider MCC 1980-86
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CCCNA Event Photo: 2021 September 18, NYC - River Cruise by CCCNA
Photo by Akhtaruzzaman Igbal MCC 1978-84
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CCCNA Event Photo: 2022 May 21, Suffolk, NY — Boishakh & Eid Festival

Photo by Zia Moin Haider MCC 1980-86
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CCCNA Event Photo: 2024 February 18 - Pitha, Basanta, Valentine Festival at LI, NY
Photo by Zia Moin Haider MCC 1980-8 Photo by Zia Moin Haider MCC 1980-86
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CCCNA Event Photo: 2021 October 24, Virginia (DC-Maryland-Virginia area) - CCCNA Event Photo: 2023 September 09 An
Ex-Cadets Get together. Phote by Anis JCC 1993 from VA Photo by Zia Moin Haider MCC 1980-86
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Best Wishes for
CCENA 2024 Reunion
With compliments from
Naseer Shahriar Zahedee

(JCC 1963-73)

and Family




Wishing a successful

3rd GCCNA Reunian, 2024

« +,  Vith compliments from
" Khufndeker Masud Rahman, MD (JCC 1963-74)
nt and Family
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Best Wishes for
9 CCCNA 2024 Reunion
‘\1" '
M'*.‘_‘MOha[nmad Hamiduzaaman,
"11 (RCC 1966-70) ;




Best Wishes for
CCENA 2024 Reunion
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Yousuf H Rahman (MCC [968-70) Muhit Ur Rahman (MCC 1968-74)



Wishing a successful and fantastic
grd CCENA Reunion, 2024

With compliments from

Abdur Rafique lgbal JCC (1973-81) and Family




Mohammad Arif (SCC 1987-33-33) &

Best Wishes for
CEENA 20724 Reunion

Md. Asaduzzaman (PCC [987-33)



DR. KANIZ NILUFAR BANU
MBBS,MD

ATTENDING PHYSICIAN,
INFECTIOUS DISEASE FACULTY,
BROOKDALE UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL
MEDICAL CENTER, NY, USA

LBATROSS

ENGINEERING DESIGN AND SOLUTION, CONSTRUCTION
MANAGEMENT, TRANSPORT AND HIGHWAY ENGINEERING,
STAFFING, SAFETY SOLUTION, TRAINING & HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT, COMPUTER AIDED DRAFTING (CAD),
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEM (GIS),

DATA ANALYSIS AND CONVERSION

https://www.albatrossconsulting.net/
albatross.contacts@gmail.com
+1 (929) 709-3537



Best Wishes far
CCENA 2024 Reunion

Mohammed Daud Haider (JCC [971-77)
Dr. Mohammed M Raque (FCC [373-74)
Mehedi Hasan (BCC 1382-88)




Best Wishes for
Cadet College Club'of North America (CCCNA)
for 3rd Reunion, 20724

Manir Hissain PCC 1982-85

BLING Leather Products Ltd. \

Ghonirampur, Taragonj, Rangpur
CGIICT JIFATTCIR STII3R GOl
AFoIIA AfooH

Hasanuzzaman Hassan
Chairman & MD
BLING Leather Products Lid

www.blingshoesltd.com

e info@blingshoesltd.com

Factory:

Ghonirampur, Taragonj, Rangpur,
Bangladesh



Best Wishes for
= Cadet College Club of North America (CCCNA)
: tor drd Reunion, 2024

Dr. Syedur Chowdhury Saifullah M Khaled (PCC 1982-87)
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V Best Wishes to

_ 2nd CCCNA Reunion

'. [UNIBUR MEDICAL LLC
- QYT Schizopherenia, BlpohrD%

marﬁ'awrmly [
» T%

S Paucdieocder ocn wf5a1E, 3
AQTST, YOIA T, I W0 6

ﬂlﬂﬁﬁﬁw,m

T STI0T, SRS T AT, T
oI QIR SIT0 ST G € -
memxa

.W‘Tmﬁﬁ*mrﬁﬁ

Aunibur R Khan, MD,N

BOARD CERTIFIED PSYCHIATRIST
BOARD CERTIFIED ADDICTION MEDICINE

B Diplomate American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology
mDiplomate American Board of Addiction Medicine

m Disability Analyst and Fellow American Board of Disability Analysts
M Fellow and Diplomate American Board of Medical Psychotherapists
m Fellow of American Psychiatric Association

m Member of American Psychotherapy Association

Tel: 347-251-2371, 917-660-6127

303 Bever!y Road, Suite 3,

Jackson HeightsNY 11372 || Brooklyn, NY 11218 Jamaica, NY 11432
Eax T16-205.1779 Tel. 718-633-3134 Fax: 718-206-1733
Phone: 347-251-2371

E'ertlf edl‘ ‘ter ' al Medl .

osmanlmm

— 'Board|CertifiedliniFamily,Medicine
Affi Ilated wsth Interfaithi& Kings|CountyHospital(Center;
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A ARMAN CHOWDHURY. CPA

MBA | CMA | CFM

Quick refund with free e-file. AUTHORIZED
We're open every day.

2+ file
WE'VE GOT YOU COVERED
Call today for an appointment.

Walk-ins Welcome. l'i » m

Congratulations on the Cadet College Club of North ﬂ% \3 ﬁw
America (CCCNA) Reunion 2024 . dNTP Laboratory wishes we\

hitp:iiArmanCPA.com

you a wonderful time and enjoyable experiences with your w m W
friends and fellow alumni. W w

% Individual Income Tax

dNTP Laboratory, a CLIA-certified and CAP-accredited lab % Business Income Tax
approved in New York, New lJersey, Pennsylvania, and .
Maryland, provides precise, timely diagnostics with a % Non-Profit Tax Return

commitment to quality and innovation. Specializing in Virology, N Accounting & Bookkeeping
Toxicology, Molecular Genetics, and Women's Health, dNTP Lab ) )
is dedicated to enhancing patient care and health outcomes. ¢, Retirement and Investment Planning

¢, Tax Resolution (Individual & Business)
dNTP Laboratory LLC
2920 Hempstead Tpke Ste LL2, # to 169 Street
Levittown, NY 11756 87-54 168th Street, Suite 201, Jamaica, NY 11432
Tel. (888) 880-2704 /email: info@dntplab.com Phone: (718) 475-5686, Email: ArmanCPA@gmail.com
Website: www.dntplab.com www.ArmanCPA.com




We extend our best wishes to
the organizers and participants

of the CCCNA Reunion 2024
event & wish the confluence a
great success. |

Fahad Chowdhury

\

Partner, New York Life Insurance Company
T: (718) 286-1015 C: (631) 466-4681
Email: fchowdhury@newyorklife.com
Queens General Office
97-77 Queens Boulevard, 10th Floor, Rego Park NY 11374
Website: https://www.newyorklife.com/recruiter /fchowdhury
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L]
Paln C are N 1 ( : Now Treating all conditions in our
office by the help of latest Fluoro-

: ; : s : scopic (C-Arm) Imaging Machine
First Pain Management Specialty Clinic in Jamaica

e Treat: £ Treatments we offer:

NBUI’(]'gi(l, : . Pai1'1 Medicat.ions o
. - « Peripheral Joint Injection
Back Pain : « Sacroiliac Joint Steroid Injection
Ra di[UIOpﬂThY « Cervical epidural Steroid Injection

« Lumber Epidural Steroid Injection Kh . h
® Spinul Stenosis » Trigger Point Injections A?ers.thesiolggli:ide er M Rahman, MD
« Nerve Block

i . Pain Management Specialist
« Facet joint Injections
® A”hriﬁs U[ Jﬂims & Spiﬂes « Medial Branch Block Dr. Neel Nayeem, MB, OPA-C

i ine Di * Radio-frequency Ablation Orthopedic and Traumatic Pain
* Degenerative Spine Disorder « Carpal lisanel Tnjection s

* Elbow, Foot and Ankle Injuries » Lumbar Sympathetic Blocks
« Minimally Invasive Percutaneous

* Joint Pain (Knee, Shoulder and Hips) . Cervical and Lumber Discectomy
* Sciatica & Herniated Discs

* Sports related Injuries

* No Fault Injuries Office: 170-04 Henley Rd, Jamaica, NY 11432
« Work Related Injuries Tel: 718-523-1216, 929-278-2477

Fax: 718-523-1974

We Accept all Insurances

E-mail: paincareny@hotmail.com |



< Immigrant Elder Home Care LLC

RV (AT

Dr. Md. Mohaimen
718-457-0813

Fax: 631-282-8386
_ . CallToday: 7154570814
Earn by taking care of your Parents, Father in Law, Claik Akivad  NusistAtiraed
Mother in Law, Friends, Neighbor, Love ones and get paid weekly. C;fcfirmor?;&o prlg;;gem =

we Pay Highest Payment 917-744-7308  718-405-5549

i Email: giashahmed123@gmail.com
No training is necessary and we do not charge any fee. web: immigrantelderhomecare.com

Corporate Office Jamaica Office Long Island Office ~ Bronx Office ~ Ozone Park Office  Buffalo Office
3105 T4st Ind I 87-54 168th Street 2nd Fl 1 Blacksmith Lane 2148 Starling Ave. 175 B Forbell Street 859 Fillmore Ave
Jackson Heights, NY 11372 Jamaica, NY 11432 Dix Hill, NY 11731 Bronx, NY 10452 Brooklyn, NY 11208 Buffalo, NY 14212

917-T44-306, 716-437-0813 718-406-5549 718-406-5549 118-406-5549 718-406-5549 718-406-5549



Wishing a
successful
CCCNA 2nd

Reunion, 2021

Manhattan Office:
305 Broadway, Suite 610

New York, NY 10007

(Across Federal Plaza)

Tel: (917) 622-7969

E-mail: meerlaw@gmail.com

LAW OFFICE OF

EXPERIENCED IN APPEARING

before more than 50 Judges in the United States & in representing Clients
(being there in-person) in the following Cities in the United States

8GR TR TARFS (AF A ATSIR FACZA
Qo[ NNF QF. G, =N

€ Phoenix-Arizona € Peekskill-New York
@ Los Angeles-California € Philadephia, PA
® San Francisco-California € York-Pennsylvania
# San Pedro-California € Memphis-Tennessee
4 San Bernardino-California ® Dallas-Texas
4 Bakersfield-California 4 Houston-Texas
@ Centennial-Colorada € San Antonio-Texas
4 Hartford-Connecticut 4 Bloomington-Minnesota
€ Tempa-Florida 4 Indianapolis-Indiana
€ Miami-Florida € Kansas City-Missouri
4 Atlanta-Georgia € St Louis-Missouri
4 Chicago-lllinois @ Charlotte-North Carolina
€ New Orleans-Louisiana € Durham-North Carolina
4 Baltimore-Maryland 4 Buffalo-New York
€ Bostan-Massachusetts € Mount Laurel-New Jersey
¢ Louisville-Kenntucky € Cherry Hill-New Jersey
4 Cleveland-Ohio 4 Charleston-South Carolina
€ San Juan-Puerto Rico € Norfolk-Virginia
€ Arlington-Virginia 4 Des Moines-lowa
i 4 Detroit-Michigan 4 Lumpkin-Georgia
Law Offl_ce of @ Elizabeth-New Jersey 4 Cincinnati-Ohio
Meer M. Mizanur Rahman, Esq € Newark-New Jersey 4 Nashville-Tennesses
Juris Doctor € New York-New York € Montgomery-Alabama

Attorney-at-Law (New York & New Jersey)
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