




 

EDITORIAL 
 

 It is an immense pleasure to be part of the Cadet College 
Club of North America (CCCNA) Reunion 2021 
publication. The 2nd reunion of all cadet colleges of 
Bangladesh, residing in North America, is going to be 
happened on December 4th, 2021 at LaGuardia Marriott 
Hotel at New York City. My deepest thanks to CCCNA 
Reunion Committee and CCCNA Executive Committee to 

provide me the responsibility to publish this magazine on this festive 
occasion.  
 
My deepest condolences to the families those who lost their family members 
during the COVID19 pandemic, worldwide. 
 
“Flocc” is the original or old English word for Flock but with a different 
meaning as group of people or crowd who assembled together traveling a 
long distance. In CCCNA we gathered with spirit over time and space, 
through batches, reunions, social gatherings with a same goal or destination. 
Flocc truly signifies our motto of CCCNA who shows us the light to stand 
together and prosper and progress with the same aim of unity and love to go 
even so far and beyond where we are now. 
 
We are grateful to Freedom Fighter, Musician and Painter Tajul Imam for his 
time to design the cover page and his guidance to compose the Magazine. 
Thanks to Yusuf H Rahman (MCC 1965-1970) to review and edit the English 
articles for the magazine. Thanks everyone those who contributed and 
participated in the 2nd issue of the Flocc. 
 
Last but not the least, thanking you to everyone who made this event 
successful. We wish a memorable and successful reunion after the COVID19 
pandemic. 
. 
Zia Moin Haider  
MCC 1980-86  
New York 
 
FLOCC – Issue 2 – December 2021 
Published in 2nd CCCNA Reunion, 2021 at New York LaGuardia Airport Marriott 
Editor: Zia Moin Haider  MCC 1980-86 
Cover Design: Tajul Imam 
Composition and Background Photos: Zia Moin Haider MCC 1980-86 
Prining: Digital Graphic Design Inc. Jackson Heights, NY 
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Gold Sponsors 
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Khondeker Masud Rahman, MD - JCC 1969-75 
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Reunion 2021Committee & Events 
 
 
 

  

CCCNA REUNION – 2021 COMMITTEE 

Overall Coordination  Khondeker Masud Rahman, MD - JCC 1969-75 
Meer M Mizanur Rahman, Esq - MCC 1976-82 
Md Asaduzzaman (Asad) - PCC 1987-93 

Convener  Md Anwarul Islam - RCC 1970-76 

Co-Conveners 
 

 Abdur Rafique Iqbal - JCC 1975-81 
Md Anowarul Haque - BCC 1980-86 

   
Logistics  Liakot Ali Chowdhury - FCC 1972-78 

Faysal Sarwar - SCC 1979-83 
Md Faridur Reza Sagar - BCC 1980-85 
Shohail Ahmed Stalin - JCC 1981-87 
Mohammed Ikhtiarul Alam - JCC 1982-88 
Md Sabirul Anam - JCC 1982-88 
Farid Hossain - JCC 1983-89 
Sadat Hossain - MCC 1983-89 
Anowar Sadat Md. Osmani - RCC 1984-90 
Mohammad Arif Reza - SCC 1987-93 
Md Ziaul Islam - RCC 1992-98 
Tanveer Bhuiyan - FCC 1996-02 
Md Ashraf Siddique - BCC 1999-05 
Hasibul Hasan Dipu - BCC 2004-10 
Al Imran - BCC 2005-11 
 

Seminar Coordinators  Akhtaruzzaman Iqbal - MCC 1978-84 
Zubayer Khan - BCC 1985-91 

Seminar 1  Cadet Colleges: Past, Present and Future Challenges 

Moderator  Yousuf H Rahman, PhD - MCC 1965-70 

Panelists  Mudassir H Khan - JCC 964-70 
Shafiq A Chaudhuri - MCC 1965-70 
Choudhury M Salekin - JCC 1966-72 
Yousuf H Rahman, PhD - MCC 1965-70 

Seminar 2  Job Counseling 
Moderator  Badrul Alam - FCC 1968-74 

Panelists  Nick Quamran Muqtadir, FCC 1985-91 
Golam Kabir - JCC 1969-75 
Ms. Kiti Khondaker, Spouse Mian Akbar - FCC 1958-64 
Khondoker Masud Rahman, MD - JCC 1969-75 
Shafiq A Chaudhury - MCC 1965-70 
Md. Tanvir Hossain Bhuiya - FCC 1996-02 

 

CCCNA REUNION – 2021 COMMITTEE 

Magazine Team  Yousuf H Rahman, PhD - MCC 1965-70 
Zia Moin Haider - MCC 1980-86 (Editor) 
Tazul Imam   

   
Cultural Team  Afzal H Choudhury - MCC 1971-77 

Zia Moin Haider - MCC 1980-86 (Coordinator) 
Shaila Shaikh - MGCC 1981-87 
Lenia Ahmed Kiki - MGCC 1997-03 

   
IT Team  Manzoor Joarder - JCC 1976-82 

Mohammad Ali Siddiquee - MCC 1979-85 
Sheikh Kamal - MCC 1986-92 
Sharif Ahmed - FCC 1987-93  
Anisuzzaman Khan - JCC 1987-93 
Dewan Gazzali - PCC 1988-94  
Md. Ashraf Siddique – BCC 1999-05 

   
PROGRAM SCHEDULE  Venue: New York LaGuardia Airport Marriott 

  Day Event - Saturday, Dec 04, 2021 

10:00AM - 10:30AM  Welcome, Greetings & Breakfast (Room 1) 

10:30AM - 12:00PM  Kids Painting (Room 1) 

11:30AM - 12:00PM  Female Game (Room 2) 

12:30PM - 02:00PM  Seminar 1 - Cadet Colleges: Past, Present and Future (Room 2) 
01:00PM - 02:00PM  Lunch (Room 2) 

02:00PM - 03:30PM  Seminar 2 - Job Counseling (Room 2) 

03:30PM - 04:00PM  AGM (Room 2) 

04:00PM - 05:00PM  Free Time (Room 1) 

09:30AM - 04:30PM  Meena Bazar at Lower Floor 
05:00PM - Midnight  Meena Bazar at Ball Room Corridor 

  Evening Event - Saturday, Dec 04, 2021 (Ball Room) 

05:00PM - 06:15PM  Greetings, Registration, Appetizer  

06:15PM - 08:00PM  Presentation of CCCNA 

08:00PM - 08:30PM  Photoshoot on Stage by Cadet Colleges 

08:30PM - 09:15PM  Cultural Show by Cadets 

08:30PM - 10:00PM  Dinner (will be served at table) 

09:15PM - 10:00PM  Performance by Guest Artists 

10:00PM - Midnight  Performance by Ex-Cadet Alamgir Huq 
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Message 

President 
Cadet College Club Limited 

Dhaka, Bangladesh 
 

 
Lucky we are being ex-cadets. Fraternity, bond of brotherhood or sisterhood, friendship, 
fellowship, and all such synonyms have framed our philosophy of life since the date of our 
joining the cadet colleges. Identical values have been imbued in the objectives of cadet 
college clubs across the continents. The Cadet College Club of North America has been 
founded with the same spirit and I am proud to be a member of this esteemed 
establishment. This makes it evident that the AGM and reunion on 4th December 2021 shall 
further consolidate the collective bond of fraternity of the ex-cadets in North America. These 
are not mere assumptions but firm commitments. 
 
The Cadet College Club Limited, Dhaka, Bangladesh, is very delighted to be affiliated with 
the Cadet College Club of North America. The members of the CCCL join me in extending our 
heartiest felicitation to the fellow members of CCCNA on the occasion of its AGM and 
reunion and we wish the events all success. I am positive that the congregation will adopt 
certain programs for further enhancing the support and services to the members and, at the 
same time, consider pragmatic approaches towards serving the society. Having bloomed 
from the same origin and sharing similar objectives, the CCCL shall be partnering with 
CCCNA in any such suitable initiatives in the coming days. Our mutual communication and 
cooperation shall be a pivotal factor in making it happen effectively. I am sure of our sincere 
commitments to implement the common charters of our two clubs in shaping the future of 
the society. 
 
Long live ex-cadets’ fraternity. 
 
 
Md. Nasser Shahrear Zahedee 
President 
Cadet College Club Limited 
Dhaka, Bangladesh 
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Message 

President 
Cadet College Club of North America (CCCNA) 

 

 
While Bangladeshi students are known for their industry and resourcefulness, those that 
graduated from Cadet Colleges are without a doubt the Cream of the Crop.  
 
These high-caliber Ex-Cadets pursue careers in Medicine, Law, Engineering, Business 
Management, and the Military. Indeed, Ex-Cadets are not just natural leaders, but the ones 
best suited to serve in these uncertain times. 
 
When the world was at the mercy of this devastating Pandemic, Ex-Cadets answered the call 
to aid those desperately in need of it. The CCCNA organization procured critical masks, 
medicines, pulse oximeters, oxygen concentrators and PPE gear for Bangladeshi 
communities in need and for the doctors who would serve them. And as doctors, Ex-Cadets 
have risked their lives and stood on the frontlines administering lifesaving care during the 
height of the Pandemic. 
 
Beyond safeguarding the health of their fellow citizens, Ex-Cadets always ensured that their 
own were taken care of. When needy cadets had to find employment in a time where 
countless have had their livelihoods lost or greatly lowered. CCCNA programs ensure that a 
strong network between all alumni can provide the best opportunities to those that seek it. 
 
Within just three years of its inception, we will have hosted the largest gathering of Ex-
Cadets in North America in history. I am incredibly humbled and honored to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with some of the best Ex-Cadets as a part of CCCNA. I can say with great 
confidence that the best is still yet to come. 
 
Khondeker M. Masudur Rahman, M.D.  
President  
Cadet College Club of North America 
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Message 

Convenor  
CCCNA Reunion 2021, New York, USA 

 

 
My dear ex-cadets,  
 
It is a great pleasure to serve as your convener of CCCNA Second Annual Reunion. I am 
overjoyed to see so many of our ex-cadet brother and sisters, their families and honorable 
guests present under one roof to celebrate this special occasion. We started our journey 
with just a few dedicated and enthusiastic cadets from different colleges with the aim of 
uniting all cadets spread all across North America. That was almost two and half years ago. 
Now it’s a different story. Not only have we grown in numbers, we also have better 
structured our organization. We are focused on reuniting all cadets, assist each other and 
work together to serve the needs of cadets and their families in our best capacity. In 
addition, we are prepared to respond and help any ex-cadets from our beloved motherland 
and elsewhere. 
 
By virtue of their talent and character, Cadets had made outstanding contribution to our 
country and to their respective communities all over the world regardless of wherever they 
are living. The sprit of being a good global citizen is very much alive among the cadets. 
Our organization is still in it’s infancy. We must work out our differences with utmost ethics 
and integrity. It is sincerely expected that all ex-cadets to adhere to CCCNA constitution, 
laws and rules. I am confident that we will remain united and advance our mission. I want to 
thank each of our team members for their hard work and sacrifice to unite and build this 
organization to the level that we see today.  
 
In closing, I am expressing my sincere appreciation to co-conveners and all team members 
who have taken their time off from work and family to make this Reunion a successful one. 
Special thanks to CCCNA president Khondeker Masud Rahman for his outstanding 
leadership, commitment, and extraordinary sacrifice. Let us grow and prosper together 
CCCNA! 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Md Anwarul Islam 
Vice President & Convenor, 
2nd Reunion, CCCNA 
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Message 

General Secretary  
Cadet College Club of North America (CCCNA) 

 

 
I am deeply honored to get the opportunity to serve the Ex-cadets in Cadet College Club 
North America as a General Secretary and take a small part in arranging and participating in 
the 2nd annual reunion December 04, 2021. My friends say, I am still a cadet after all these 
years, but I feel proud to be among Ex cadets and take part in related activities. 
 
The vision of CCCNA is to reach out to and serve each and every Ex-cadets in North America 
regardless of their Visa status and will do everything necessary to achieve that.  
We need your support as well like we used to do in our cadet college days.  
Together, we will be the best alumni organization in North America Inshallah. 
 
Respectfully, 
 

 
 
Md Asaduzzaman 
General Secretary 
Cadet college club North America 
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Message 

Secretary General 
Cadet College Club Limited 

Dhaka, Bangladesh 
 

 
I am very happy to hear that Cadet College Club North America is going to publish a 
magazine for 2nd reunion on 04 December 2021. 
 
I could not be happier traveling all the way from the other side of the globe and attend this 
gathering in USA where I see tremendous progress have been made to bond the Ex-cadets 
fraternity in NA. I will voice the same thoughts as others had before me, we are just a call 
away to support any endeavor of the Cadet College Club of NA and our partnership will be 
even stronger and permanent in the years to come. Any CCCNA members visiting 
Bangladesh from NA will get our utmost attention and will never feel left behind while their 
stay in BD- this is my promise. Long live cadet cover fraternities. 
 
I wish all the best Cadet college club North America. 
 
 

 
 
Md Jakaria Habib 
Secretary General /Executive Committee 2021 
Cadet College Club Limited 
Prbachal, Dhaka, Bangladesh 
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CCCNA Founding Members 
 

  
CCCNA Lifetime & Founding Member 

  Khondeker Masud Rahman JCC 1969-75 
  Md Asaduzzaman PCC1987-93 
  Dewan Gazzali  PCC 1988-94 
  Meer M Mizanur Rahman MCC 1976-82 
  Sharif U Ahmed FCC 1987-93 
  Rafique Iqbal JCC 1975-81 
  Topu Faruque CCR 1987-93 
  Mohammad Hamiduzzaman RCC 1966-70 
  Md Anwarul Islam RCC 1970-76 
  Mohamed Wasi RCC 1987-93 
  Mohammed Arif SCC 1987-93 
  Mohammed M Haque  FCC 1973-79 
  Nicky Quamran Muktadir FCC 1985-91 
  Arman Chowdhury PCC 1982-88 
  Anowarul Haque BCC 1980-86 
  Mian Akbar FCC 1958-64 
  Somaiya Jihan MGCC 1992-98 
  Zia Moin Haider MCC 1980-86 
  Yousuf Rahman MCC 1965-70 
  Fazlul Haq JCC 1977-83 
  Wahidur Rahman MCC 1975-81 
  Quamrul Aasan FCC 1960-66 
  Mashrur Elahi JCC 1980 86 
  Feroz Khan JCC 1968-74 
  Shariar Raihan Pitu JCC 1976 82 
  Anwar Sadat RCC 1983-90 
  Md A Siddique BCC 1999-05 
  Lenia Ahmed Kiki MGCC 1997-03 
  Zaman Ahmed MCC 1968-74 
    

 

CCCNA Founding Member 

  Badrul Alam FCC 1967-74 
  Sardar Quamrul Hassan JCC 1965 72 
  Arif Reza SCC 1983-89 
  Golam Kabir JCC 1969-75 
    

Lifetime Member 
  Nasir Ahmed MCC 1968-74 
  Anisuzzaman khan JCC 1987-93 
  Zubayer Khan BCC 1985-91 
  Liaquat Ali Chowdhury  FCC 1972-78 
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CCCNA Executive Committee 2021 
 
CCCNA BOARD OF ADVISORY 
Mian Akbar, Lt. Colonel (Rtd) (FCC 1958-64) 
Sarder Quamrul Hasan, PhD (JCC 1965-71) 
Yousuf Habibur Rahman, PhD (MCC 1965-68) 
Mohammad Hamiduzzaman, MD (RCC 1966-70) 
 
CCCNA BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Mohammad Hamiduzzaman, MD (RCC 1966-70)  
Khondeker Masud Rahman, MD (JCC 1969-75) 
Meer Md. Mizanur Rahman, Esq (MCC 1976-82) 
Faruque Parvez, PhD (JCC 1976-82) 
Shila Shaikh ( MGCC 1981-87) 
Arman Chowdhury, CPA (PCC 1982-88) 
Qumran Muqtadir Nicky (FCC 1985-91) 
 
 
CCCNA Founding Board of Executives 
Founding President: Khondeker Masud Rahman, MD (JCC 1969-75) 
 
Founding General Secretary: Md Asaduzzaman (PCC 1987-93) 
 
Founding Vice Presidents: 
Muhammad Akhtar Hasan, MD (JCC 1967-73) 
Md. Anwarul Islam (RCC 1970-76) 
Meer Md. Mizanur Rahman, Esq (MCC 1976-82) 
 
Founding Cultural Secretary: Zia Moin Haider (MCC 1980-86) 
Founding Organizing Secretary: Md. Anowarul Haque (BCC 1980-86) 
Founding Planning and Publication secretary: Nicky Qumran Muqtadir (FCC 1985-91) 
Founding Recreation Secretary: Zubayer Bayazid Khan (BCC 1985-91) 
Founding Finance Secretary: Dewan Gazzali (PCC 1988-94) 
Founding Sports Secretary: Md. Ziaul Islam (RCC 1992-98) 
Founding Events and Welfare Secretary: Somiaya Arefeen (MGCC 1992-98) 
Founding Office Secretary: Lenia Ahmed Kiki (MGCC 1997-03) 
Founding IT and Communication Secretary: Md. Ashraf Siddique (BCC 1999-05) 
 
  

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS BY COLLEGE REPRESENTATIVE 
(Total 12 Members Selected and Nominated  
from Each Cadet colleges) 
 
FCC: Sharif Ahmed (1987-93) 
JCC: Abdur Rafique Iqbal (1975-81) 
MCC: M Akhtaruzzaman Iqbal (1978-84) 
RCC: Anwar Sadat M Osmani (1984-90) 
SCC: Mohammad Arif (1987-93) 
CCR: Tanzir Mortuza (1996-01) 
BCC: Hasibul Hasan ( 2004-10) 
PCC: Mahboob Alam (1984-90) 
MGCC: Lenia Kiki (1997-03) 
CCC: Maruf Rao Shafi (1980-86) 
FGCC: TBC 
JGCC: TBC 
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Ayaan Shaikh
S/O Shaila Shaikh 
MGCC 1981-87
Painted at Grade 5
Medium Water Color
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Should Cadet Colleges Follow the Education Model from Finland? 
(This article looks at high school education, i.e., from Grades 7 – 12) 

 
Professor Shafiqur Rahman 

 
There are several distinct education models in the world. The Asian, the American (USA) and the European models are well known. Recently, the education 
model developed by Finland over the past couple of decades has attracted enormous attention because of its success. This article takes a critical look at parts 
of the Finnish model that could enhance the education of students in Cadet Colleges and makes suggestions about how to implement them. 

The Asian model emphasizes detailed writing and long hours spent on homework. A major shortcoming of this model is the heavy emphasis on meaningless 
rote learning. The American system encourages the highly successful ‘out of the box’ thinking. It’s not surprising that nine of the ten largest companies in the 
world by market capitalization are American. On the other hand, the lack of emphasis on memorization of even basic things leads to rather slow performance 
by students when solving problems. Another downside of this system is that the writing style is very poor, emphasis often being put-on multiple-choice 
questions. It’s well known among educators that formulating multiple choice questions that can truly test deep understanding is extremely difficult. The 
European model is characterized by early exposure to difficult topics, very high emphasis on details, and a reasonably detailed writing style. I was fortunate to 
have experienced all three education systems. My grade school education was in Bangladesh, including in Jhenidah Cadet College, my undergraduate work was 
in Germany, and my graduate work (Ph.D. in Physics) was in the USA. 

Lately, there has been a lot of interest among educators in the Finnish model of education. Finland used to score towards the bottom among the 38 OECD1 
countries. A couple of decades ago, it decided to introduce major changes in its education system. Recently, it ranked at, or close to, the top among these 
countries, as measured by PISA2 tests. A very interesting aspect of this system is that outside the classroom, students spend only half an hour per day on 
homework. This is substantially less than in other OECD countries.  

In the Finnish model, there is emphasis on deep learning, which can be acquired through application of the knowledge gained as opposed to solving standard 
textbook problems. Highly educated teachers, learning that emphasizes cooperation among students rather than competition, instruction that is individualized 
for each student and outcome-based learning are some of the structural mainstays of the Finnish model. The above items will be discussed in the next 
paragraphs. It will be pointed out which of these are already available in Cadet Colleges, and which could be adopted to achieve a substantial gain in leaning.  

Let’s start with an example of deep learning. There is a standard mathematical formula that specifies how a quantity changes with time when the quantity 
itself depends on two other variables. The formula consists of a total of five terms. Such a problem is typically solved by ‘plug and chug’ method, i.e., by 
plugging the values supplied for four of the terms and solving for the fifth. Instead, the problem could be cast in terms of how rice production is changing 
(decreasing) with time due to global warming, with rainfall and temperature being the two variables that affect rice production, and how temperature and 
rainfall are changing with time due to global warming. Doing so allows one to acquire a much better understanding of the formula and the relationships among 
the different terms. A transition from an abstract plug and chug to a real-life problem that requires deep understanding is not always simple, especially when 
interpretation of the meanings of the different quantities are required. Only a deep understanding helps one to gain an intuitive feel that is necessary to make 
abstract connections in the brain, which in turn helps to develop the ability to make predictions without calculations. This is an extremely important ability in 
the sciences. The Finnish model has a core curriculum that is mandatory for everyone, but there is also an additional part that is developed locally by teachers. 
The core curriculum in Bangladesh is prescribed by education boards. Because Cadet College students are some of the bests in the country, they are easily able 
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to handle additional material. During long breaks, teachers from Cadet Colleges could develop problems that require deep learning. These could then be 
shared with all Cadet Colleges. Incentives in the form of additional remuneration could be given to the teachers who work on such projects.  

Finnish teachers are highly educated. To emphasize the importance of education to the society, salaries of teachers were made equivalent to those of 
physicians under the education reform. This, in turn, motivated excellent students to become teachers, so much so that 90% of the grade schoolteachers come 
from the top 10% of students going to universities. This led to a fundamental change in the quality of education in that country. Teachers at Cadet Colleges are 
highly gifted, and therefore no change is necessary in teacher recruitment to adopt this feature of the Finnish model. 

Education in Bangladesh is 
characterized by very strong 
competition among individual 
students. In real life, however, 
cooperation leads to better 
outcomes. Indeed, in company 
environments, cooperation is 
the only model that is effective. 
I’m aware of several very bright 
engineers from Asian countries 
working in the USA who have 
not done well in their careers 
simply due to their inability to 
work well in group 
environments. There has been 
a growing understanding of 
this phenomenon at the 
university level in Bangladesh. 
As a result, many programs 
have introduced considerable 
amount of group work in the 
curriculum. However, this idea 
has not yet percolated to high 
school levels. For success in the 
real world, group work in 
academics should become part 
of the educational training that 
students get in Cadet Colleges. 
Allowing students to work 
together, for example to solve 
problems, also frees up time for 
teachers. The new science 
building at Allegheny College, 
where I worked for 35 years, 
was constructed to enhance 

 
Image Courtesey: Internet (JEXCANA) 
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this model of learning. Faculty members sat down with architects and explained how they’d ideally like to teach, and in turn the architects came up with the 
idea of keeping space with tables and chairs outside faculty offices where students could work together. Outside my office, students frequently got together to 
work on homework problems. Academically stronger students learnt better because they were explaining the methods to those who needed help. As a result, 
the latter were able to continue moving forward with the work without having to wait for a day or two to consult me. It’s only when all of them got stuck that 
they sought my help. 

Instructions that are individualized for each student are probably the most important characteristic of the Finnish model. Students learn mostly by themselves, 
with teachers providing help to individual students. This is necessary because the mental development among students of the same age varies considerably, 
and individual aptitudes and abilities vary enormously. So, a system that has to address the need of everyone in the society can be successful only if education 
is individualized. Since every student coming to a Cadet College is academically gifted, it is not necessary to follow this aspect of the Finnish model, though, at 
some future time, it may be a good idea to try this out for a course and evaluate the outcome.  

In most places, very little has changed in the way teachers teach and students learn. Other than the standard examinations, which often emphasize 
memorization and regurgitation, there is little evaluation of whether deep learning is taking place. For some time now, education theorists have been talking 
about outcome-based learning, i.e. instead of teaching the material from the beginning to the end of a book, teachers need to ask what the expected outcome of 
learning of a chapter should be, and then teach to achieve that outcome. This can also reduce unnecessary material from the syllabus and free up time for 
dealing with important material in greater detail. Further, when tests are designed to check expected outcomes, it is easy to see whether the goals are being 
achieved. The Finnish model emphasizes outcome-based learning. Cadet Colleges should also adopt this. 

To summarize, Cadet Colleges already have some of the important elements for good education, such as excellent teachers and highly motivated students. 
Looking at the Finnish model, education in Cadet Colleges could be improved enormously by emphasizing deep learning, group work and outcome-based 
learning. Teachers from different Cadet Colleges could work together during long vacations to develop material conducive to deep learning. The above ideas 
also apply to laboratory work. There are many project books such as Sticky Tape Experiments that can be used to enhance deep learning. Because of the 
brevity of this article, it’s not possible to go into many other characteristics of the Finnish model. However, it will hopefully create interest among teachers 
who could study the model carefully and implement the suggestions that have been made. 

1: OECD (The Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development) is an intergovernmental economic organization. It comprises of 38 highly developed 
countries that practice market economy. 

2: PISA (Program for International Student Assessment) evaluates educational systems by measuring academic performance of 15-year-old students in 
mathematics, science and reading. 

____________ 

Shafiqur Rahman (JCC, Batch 1, 1964-70) is Emeritus Professor in the Physics Dept. at Allegheny College, USA. He has published many research papers and given numerous talks at 

national and international venues. He has received three Demmler Award for Innovative Teaching. Outside his professional area, he has published several articles that are of societal 

interest. Recently, he was tapped by PBS (Public Broadcasting Service), the highly prestigious news organization in the US, to lead a panel discussion on the five-hour documentary 

film, Asian Americans (produced by PBS). He was a panelist in a talk show organized by Voice of America and RTV of Bangladesh on US Foreign Policy under President Biden. He is 

currently working on a novel based on his memoirs from undergraduate years in East Germany in the 1970s (supported by a grant from the Mellon Foundation). 
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Urban Life
Ava Aktar
D/O Md Asaduzzaman (Asad)
PCC 1987-93
Painted at Grade 6
Medium Water Color
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I Too Have A Dream - A Peaceful World With A Peace Loving 
Humankind 

(To be read and listened to, only by those who yearn for peace) 

 

Mudassir Hossain Khan, Bir Protik 
 

Martin Luther King Jr. had once made the memorable and historical 

pronouncement, “I have a dream”. He dreamt and gave his life to end 

racism, for realizing freedom, jobs, and economic rights. I have a dream 

too. While I do not hold the audacity to place myself in the same row with 

the iconic and larger-than-life visionary leader that MLK was, nothing 

stops me from cherishing my own dreams, however lofty and utopian it 

may sound. 

Martin Luther King’s dream was essentially moored to the land he 

belonged. Notwithstanding my insipid and commonplace background, my 

dream encompasses the unabridged world and the Humankind in its 

entirety. I have an unwavering dream of finding a visible world enveloped 

in peace, where human bondage and fraternity reign supreme. At this 

point, I recall Mother Teresa, who remarked, “If we have no peace, it is 

because we have forgotten that we belong to each other.” 

The world as it stands today, is wrought with strife, rivalry, hatred, 

animosity, and violence. It is almost impossible to locate a single location 

on Earth, where peace and tranquility prevails. It is evident that Mankind 

has not only declared perennial war against themselves but has also 

engaged in systematic rampage of the nature, thereby shattering the 

crucial equilibrium that is fundamental to our existence on this planet. 

Why are we faced with such catastrophic situation? Who and what are the 

circumstances responsible for this perilous phenomenon? Can this 

agonizing trend be reversed? These are the questions that we all are 

besieged with, the inquests which torment the mind and soul of every 

conscientious individual. 

The renowned Philosopher/writer, Jean-Jacques Rousseau in his oft-

quoted book,” Social Contract” stated, “Man is born free and everywhere he 

is in chains”. Centuries after that prophetic opening sentence, we should 

ask ourselves if we can afford to ignore Rousseau’s warning even today. In 

a world dominated by the powerful, man may indeed be free, but the 

chains we see now, are much stronger and more unbreakable than before. 

There are however ways to break the chains from within. The most 

indispensable factor of paramount importance in smashing the chains is 

Peace and the shortest and easiest way that peace can be attained, is to 

love and be loved. Sadly though, the only thing we never get enough and 

give enough, is love. 

Let’s now look at the prime causes of discord, conflicts and hostilities and 

the hurdles standing in the way to achieving peace: 

Conflicts, be it domestic or international, are staged either by the powerful 

transgressors or the innocent defenders to restore their inalienable rights 

and privileges. The principal factors giving rise to violence and hostilities 

in individual states may be summarized as under: 

1. Denial of basic civil liberties as proclaimed in Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights which guarantees rights to life, 

liberty, equality, works, education and freedom from 

discrimination, slavery, torture, degrading treatment and freedom 

of movement, opinion, and expression. 

2. Denial of free universal adult franchise. 

3. Malfunctioning govts. who grab power through fraudulent election 

or by force. 

4. Absence of justice and fair play and accountability. 

Some of the major causes of international hostilities are listed below: 

1. Economic gains. 

2. Territorial gains. 

3. Religious and ideological rivalries and discord. 

4. Overzealous and arrogant nationalism. 
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5. Revenge, retaliation, and retribution. 

6. Defensive war. 

As we glimpse through the causes of conflict, domestic or international, it 

becomes unmistakably evident that the single most dominant factor that 

manifests itself in hostilities impending peace, is the absence of justice and 

fair play. As Martin Luther King stated,” Injustice anywhere, is a threat to 

justice everywhere”. True, human greed and lust for wealth and power 

drives him to pursue illicit gain encroaching upon other’s rights, privileges, 

and properties. But no human is a born transgressor, a delinquent or 

sinner. Why is that some of us turn out to be troublemakers and war 

mongers? We can perhaps blame the environment he is exposed to, the 

conflicts that he is faced with and the maltreatment he is meted with at 

family, community, national or even international level. 

Ironically, measures and initiatives for replacing conflicts with harmony, 

turmoil with calmness, animosity with reconciliation and war with peace 

have been painfully insignificant when compared with the prodigious 

efforts made to perpetrate conflicts and hostilities .Look at the astounding 

wealth and resources being drained at building war machines whose only 

purpose is to ensure bloodbath, annihilation and extermination of human 

lives, when only a fraction of these colossal costs when utilized judiciously 

under comprehensive schemes could root out all disputes opening the 

gateway to permanent peace. 

I strongly believe, a peaceful world is not an illusion or absurdity but an 

achievable reality albeit a grinding and onerous task. What is essentially 

needed, is a change in heart by leaders in every field across the planet. 

There cannot be any discord on the irreversible truth that the only 

alternative to peace, is self-destruction. The onslaught of COVID-19 has 

amply exposed the futilities of the mammoth war machines that only help 

generate rivalries and hatred offering no solution to basic human needs, 

while at the same time demonstrating the immense benefits that can be 

accrued through cooperation, friendship and fraternity needing only a 

microscopic portion of the amount spent on the killing machines aimed at 

obliteration of the human race. 

The Pandemic crisis has also proven beyond doubt, the indispensability of 

interdependence, irrespective of the power, position, and wealth an 

individual or a nation holds. While the weak and poor individuals and 

nations need the help of the rich and powerful segments in uplifting their 

conditions, the latter need the support of the former in maintaining their 

economic prosperity. My question to both sides of the isle; why do you 

have to resort to conflict and hostilities to realize your objectives? Why 

can’t we achieve our goals peacefully through dialogues, negotiations and 

compromise? 

Wouldn’t be worthwhile to make an honest and United effort to strive for 

peace? What good is it, if we rattle for peace when the world gets seething 

in inescapable destruction and reduces itself into almost a non-existent 

entity? So, let’s get started. Let’s organize movements for peace with 

passionate love at every level-individual, family, community, nation and 

international. Let’s dedicate more time, efforts and resources for 

restoration of peace. It is inconceivable as to why peace cannot be secured 

when the whole mankind is bent upon achieving it. 

I am making a fervent appeal to the entire humankind, especially leaders 

across the globe bending on my knees, clasping my hands to come forward 

to say “No” to hatred, violence, aggression, animosity, bloodshed, genocide, 

and war and say “YES” to harmony, tranquility, accord, conciliation, love 

and peace. Let us work together for freedom and peace as we can never 

separate peace from freedom because no one can be in peace when we 

snatch away his basic freedoms. 

True, the world has witnessed devastation caused by monsters in the garb 

of humans like Chengis Khan, Hitler, Mussolini and of course the brutal 

colonial powers. But we have been also blessed with greater numbers of 

saintly and benevolent souls like Prophet Muhammad (SAW), Mahatma 

Gandhi, Madam Teresa, and Nelson Mandela. We do not however have 

much time to lose. 

I conclude by remembering the famed articulation from presumably the 

most acclaimed scientist and thinker the world has seen, Albert Einstein 

who said, “The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of some 

people who are evil, but because of the vast majority of people who don’t 

do anything about it”. While paying respect to Einstein’s opinion, it’s time, 

we proved him wrong. 

____________ 

Mudassir Hossain Khan (JCC Batch 01, 1964-70), Bir Protik, Colonel (Retired), a 

Freedom Fighter. Lives in USA  
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 Pillars of Wisdom: Context & Universality- A Pragmatic 
Consideration 

 

Professor Nasir Ahmed 
 

While wisdom may be thought as a universal trait, sometimes we get 
confused with its contextual appeal. In this age of social media, concept of 
wisdom is becoming narrower and narrower – rather contextual. People 
communicate with people who have similar thought patterns, and they come 
out with ideas, which are contextual (similar with his/her frame of reference) 
but not universal. While some may argue something contextual as universal, 
but in this age of globalism, this may be misinterpreted and backfire. We may 
call ourselves as globalist but in practice pursuing contextual thought 
patterns in vision, we may end up creating a crazy world – an option which 
may not go well in the end. 

Since the beginning of human civilization, conceptual interpretation of 
‘wisdom’ – is going on. No one knows what’s the proper definition of wisdom. 
Like democracy – we are defining and analyzing wisdom since the dawn of 
history. My audacity to explain wisdom came from the very fact that – my 
endless attempt and challenge to raise my children with appropriate wisdom 
– did not work as effectively as I thought. Every time I find some model of 
wisdom, something else pops up. In this age of Corona pandemic, we need a 
new understanding of wisdom. While word wisdom has some sense of 
eternity, but it needs to be adjusted in the context of time we are living in – 
however universal appeal it has in the back of our mind. Otherwise, chaos, 
confusion, conflict, and God forbid – war is possible. We have already seen 
several wars/conflicts in the world in the 21st century. Even if we come up 
with an acceptable understanding of wisdom – it’s not going to solve our 
immediate and long-term problem in a fluke. No wonder, Socrates famously 
said, “the only true wisdom consists in knowing that you know nothing”. 
World is changing in geometric order, and we human beings are changing in 
arithmetic order. We need to do some catching up with wisdom. Instead of 
defining, I am presenting a set of guidelines on wisdom with context, 
universality, and pragmatism: 

First Civility: Be a good & righteous person - who is nice, kind and concerned 
about the wellbeing of others without regards to race, religion, language, and 
nationality. Good conduct of a good person is linked with his understanding of 

good conduct. A person demonstrates bad conduct because s/he does not 
know the right conduct. Aristotle said, good habits is the result of good 
practice of good habits. Hence, he focused of learning good habits from 
childhood. Life’s greatest asset is your goodness, your integrity, and your 
authenticity. Virtuous lifestyle is a must for a person with wisdom. Also, one 
needs to self-examine him/herself to the best of ability. We may invoke 
Socrates famous statement, “unexamined life is not worth living”. 

Second, Think Big/Go Big: Think about big ideas. Be an enlightened & smart 
person. Be well educated & be curious about everything. Must do lot of 
reading & travelling. Be a legal rational person - who thinks and analyze 
logically. A person with wisdom, does not take things personally but take 
things seriously and then intellectualize the event or incident. And tries to 
involve all the stakeholders in the society. Understanding of wisdom is not in 
contradiction to become a leader. With wisdom, rather one should try to 
become leader with moral-legal and democratic persuasion. It’s a must for 
person with wisdom to pursue leadership in politics, profession, and every 
place in local, state, national and global levels. 

Third, Activism/Networking: Maintain social, political, cultural, and civic 
activism. You need to maintain effective networking skills for activism. 
Networking skill is a must for personal, professional, and social needs. We 
need to pursue effective networking with sense of equity and broader benefit 
of the humanity. Everyone should get into some activism, without 
jeopardizing one’s safety and security. Great persons always became great by 
doing great things for others. Anyone can fulfill life’s call by doing something 
for others. It does not have to be something spectacular. Keep your network 
and you can start with a small act. 

Fourth, Win-Win Relation: We all must win but help others to win also. 
Everyone needs to survive and can survive together. If you want to be loved, 
love others. If you want to be cared, care for other. If you want to be a leader, 
help others to lead. Life is an echo in the end. In modern time, you must make 
deal in every facet of life – in personal and professional level and more so in 
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political and diplomatic levels. It’s never going to be my way or highway. Win-
Win does not mean you are giving up your principled stand, but you do it for 
the broader benefit of the humanity and the issue under consideration. 

Fifth, Globalism: Remember world is interconnected. Globalist thinking is the 
way to go. Nation-State concept has a narrower need in contemporary world. 
Globalism is the new nation-state concept. Whole world is our country. If 
something happens in one part of the world – it will affect every part of the 
world. No one should ask this question after what happened during corona 
pandemic. Nationalism was a necessity for nations under colonial power to 
empower their independence struggle and dignity. Nationalism is still needed 
for pride, self-dignity, pursue a nation’s independent and autonomous way for 
self-determination. I understand that but everything needs to be global in the 
end. 

Sixth, Financial Competence: Finance control the world whether we like it or 
not. One needs to have access to funds for doing anything good. Karl Marx 
may have unknowingly made capital a vile word. But capital is needed in any 
social system, be it capitalistic, socialistic, mixed economy or whatever the 
system is. Capital (funding) is necessary in personal/family level also. We 
need fund for people’s needs – not for monopolistic control or exploitation. A 
strategic financial game plan for keeping you (and society at large) in a sound 
financial condition should be everyone’s goal and objective. 

Seventh, Give Back & Forgive: We have been blessed with all sorts of ways. 
We need to give back something in systemic and orderly manner. Giving & 
forgiving is not an option, it’s a must. We will be walking on this planet only 
once. If you, do it with right wisdom, once is good enough. Our existence may 
be jeopardized without wisdom, good judgment, and wise thinking. At the end 
of the day, wisdom is universal. But forgiving attitude is indispensable. We 
must go above and beyond grudges and hard feelings. You forgive for yourself 
- not for the person you forgive. By forgiving you move yourself to a higher 
level – from there you can play more meaningful role in life. Sometimes we 
may be carried away with contextual interpretation of wisdom but that’s not 
the end. Our sense of wisdom must cut across nations, race, religion, ethnicity, 
and deal with global issues like climate and pandemics – if we want to survive 
in a meaningful manner. So, we have no choice but to give back & forgive. 

The challenge of our time is to manage the contextual and universal appeal of 
wisdom in a pragmatic manner. We must give conscious efforts to pursue 
wisdom. Good idea is good, but it needs to be practiced in everyday affairs of 
life. We need to practice the guidance of wisdom within family, friends, 
profession and in every turn in our life. Socrates’s philosophic argument to 
improve or “tendance” of one’s soul is the way to go. He famously said, “virtue 
does not come from money, but from virtue comes money and every other 
good thing for mankind, public and private.” 

In the contemporary time, wisdom and virtue is taking the slower lane. 
Powerful becoming more powerful and powerless is becoming more 
powerless. While world is not as bad as it used to be when slavery and 
European colonial powers caged the world under their will. Now, less 
fortunate people may have more access to knowledge and opportunities, but 
cultural and political propaganda by the powerful and elites across the globe 
are very successful in confusing common people. In the name of nation, race, 
religion, ethnicity – powerful people playing their cards with success. So, we 
need to encourage average person and younger generation in particular - to 
wake up and shake up. We need to pursue higher moral ground by 
consciously pursuing wisdom and virtue in everyday activities of our life. 
Knowledge, virtue and wisdom has to be on the same lane. Once wisdom 
prevail with pragmatic mindset in our personal and public life, we may be 
inspired to move to higher moral ground. And we may choose to do better 
and less evil. 

 

 

 

____________ 
Dr. Nasir Ahmed (MCC, Batch 06, 1968-74). Professor of 
Political Science and Public Administration, Grambling State 
University, Louisiana. Lives in Ruston, Louisiana. President of 

MECANA 2021-22.   
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Bangladesh - 50 Years of Progress 

Mehedi Hassan 
 

In honor of Bangladesh that formed a nation in 1971, Mehedi Hassan, an MCC 
ex-cadet of 14th Batch, shares his views about the history, culture and 
independence of his motherland.   
 
Bangladesh, which formed a nation 50 years ago, is a relatively young country 
with a rich history. Nestled between India on the west and north, Myanmar on 
the east and the Bay of Bengal on the south, Bangladesh is an enclave of 
forests and fertile land crisscrossed with numerous rivers.  
 
December 16th reverberates special feelings for all Bangladeshi and myself. 
For me, it is the day that gave us the independence to dream, to make our own 
choices about our lives and our nation. As a Bangladeshi-American, that 
feeling is strengthened everyday living in the U.S., as Francis Key who wrote 
the “Star-Spangled Banner’ said, “the land of the free and the home of the 
brave.” 
  
Declaration of Independence and naming of Bangladesh 
On March 26, 1971, 70 million people of former East Pakistan declared 
independence and named their new nation Bangladesh. On Dec. 16, 1971, 
Bangladesh gained victory with the sacrifices of millions of men and women 
and began to establish itself as an independent nation. The word Bangladesh 
is a combination of the word ‘Bangla’, which identifies the language and 
‘Desh’, meaning country or land. The name was significant because on Feb. 21, 
1952, the people of Bangladesh sacrificed their lives to keep ‘Bangla’ as their 
official language of the land. To this date, Feb. 21 is commemorated as the 
International Mother Language Day by UNESCO, paying respect to the 
sacrifices of people of Bangladesh. 
  
Present economy of Bangladesh 
At present, Bangladesh is the world’s 39th largest economy in terms of market 
exchange rates and 29th in terms of purchasing power parity. It is an 
embodiment of the hard work and the progress made during the last 50 years 
by the people of Bangladesh. The road was not smooth – a famine in 1974 
devastated the country. Currently Bangladesh prides itself of being self-
sufficient in food grain production and enjoys an annual surplus of 2.6 million 
metric ton. In 1981, the literacy rate was 29.3% but today the literacy rate is 
77.4% for males and 72% for females, thanks to Bangladesh’s tremendous 
progress in education. Bangladesh has also achieved constant growth in Gross 

Domestic Product (GDP) and per capita income in the last two decades - 
predominantly due to export of readymade garments to the western world. 
The growth of the garment industry in Bangladesh provided employment and 
income to a large number of women and elevated them from poverty. 
 
Growth via micro-credit and women empowerment  
Early in the 80s, Dr. Muhammad Yunus came up with the concept of ‘Micro 
Credit’ and the formation of ‘Grameen Bank’ for which he received the Nobel 
Peace Prize in 2008. This banking system consistently gave out micro loans to 
poor and under privileged women in the society, who lack collateral or steady 
employment. These loan applicants started small businesses ranging from 
selling hand-crafted goods to produce and various other small products. The 
result uplifted the women in rural area of Bangladesh, who were often 
neglected and undermined and empowered women in entrepreneurship.  
 
Economic growth via manufacturing readymade garments 
The success of the Bangladesh economy relies on readymade garments (RMG) 
and the participation of women and their entrepreneurship at the micro level. 
Companies like Walmart, H&M, Target, Gap and other high-end clothing 
retailers are major buyers of RMG. Today Bangladesh is the second largest 
supplier of RMG in the world next to China with the RMG sector accounting 
for 83% of total export earnings of the country.   
 
Bangladesh has seen a steady rise in life expectancy since declaring 
independence. The average life expectancy rose from 50 years in 1971 to 72 
years for male and 75.6 years for female thanks to improvements in childcare 
and women’s healthcare. The IT sector, comprised of young Bangladeshi 
programmers, is establishing Bangladesh as a new hub of foreign IT 
investment. 
 
Interesting facts about Bangladesh 

• Bangladesh boasts of  three Nobel laureates; Rabindranath Tagore in 

literature in 1913, Amartya Sen in economics in 1998 (both Tagore 

and Sen were born in the British era undivided India but spent a good 

part of their lives in East Bengal which is now Bangladesh) and 

Muhammad Yunus in Peace in 2006. 

• Salman Khan of Khan Academy comes from a Bangladeshi family.  
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• The tube structural system design, which is used in high-rise 

buildings such as the John Hancock Center of Chicago, was created by 

Dr. Fazlur Rahman Khan who is from Bangladesh. 

• Bangladesh has the largest mangrove forest in the world. It is known 

as the Sundarbans and is situated in the south of Bangladesh.  

• Cox Bazar sea beach in Bangladesh is the longest continuous natural 

beach in the world. 

 

 

 

____________ 
Mehedi Hassan (MCC, Batch 14, 1976-82), grew up in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh. He graduated from Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology and Texas A&M university in 
Electrical Engineering before joining Texas Instruments Dallas. 
He is a Senior Member Technical Staff and designs Analog 
Circuits. He lives in Plano,Texas with his wife and two kids.  
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Progressivism and Bangladeshis 

Zia Islam 
 

Bangladesh has a long history of struggle and it started from the time the 
British colonists set foot on our soil. It is alleged that the British made inroads 
to the Mughal throne through Bengal. But the British colloborators were not 
Bengalis, they were from Central Asia. Bengalis more than made up for that 
mistake in the 200 years of British Rule. One after the other, the British Rule 
had to leave our land after 2nd world war.  

The history following the 2nd world war is mired in dispute created mostly by 
the British, supposedly to keep the Indian subcontinent divided.  But gaining 
independence from the British was not to be the last struggle for Bengalis. We 
had to fight again for our language – which ultimately culminated in the 
freedom movement of Bangladesh. 

The freewheeling nature of the Bengali race is not an accident. As depicted 
above, Bengalis time and time again have ensured that in no way, shape or 
form – the will of the people is overturned or ignored. If you look at USA, you 
can see that in spite of overwhelming majority supporting the public option 
(70% to be exact), Obamacare did not include a Public Option. (This sentence 
is not clear) In Bangladesh’s case, this kind of inaction would not have been 
tolerated and surely would have failed. 

Issue after issue, Bangladeshis have proven to be more progressive than 
Americans. Take abortion for instance. Bangladesh, being a Muslim nation, 
does not have any kind of restrictions on such procedures.  Bangladeshis 
respect the rights of women to such extent that even the religious parties 
never question the very private decision of a woman.  

Bangladesh has become the beacon of the world for family planning. Every 
village in the country has family planning consultants who go from door to 
door to advise women on family-size based on affordability. In Islam, our 
prophet advised us to have a family based on what a person can afford. So, the 
call for a smaller family was an easy sell for these family planning centers and 
consultants. 

On empowering women – Bangladesh saw the rule of two notable women for 
the last 30 years. Every party has scores of women leaders and all of the 
national parties have their own women wing which significantly influences 
the political process. We have 30 seats in the national parliament dedicated 
exclusively for women who are selected by the full parliament after each 

election. These 30 selected members are in addition to the women MPs who 
are elected in the parliament. Currently there are 69 MPs in the Bangladesh 
Parliament, which is 19.97% of 350 seat parliament.  US Congress has 18.1% 
women in congress – which is the highest in the US History. 

On women’s right, Bangladesh has death penalty for disfiguring a women. If 
you throw acid at women, you will be hanged. If you kill a woman who is 
under your care - your wife or your house-maid – you will be hanged. If you 
rape a woman, you will be hanged. (the laws are probably not that 
straightforward) 

On Universal Health Care, Bangladesh has free health care in all its 
Government Hospitals. I am not claiming that people don’t die due to lack of 
care, but everyone has access to Government Hospital care. Even the medicine 
is free. If we can get corruption out of the system, our Health Care system 
might be another example for the whole world. (this is a naïve statement 
lacking substance) 

Cholera or Diarrhea is a widespread disease in most under developed nation. 
Bangladesh cannot get rid of it, but brought down deaths from this deadly 
disease to almost zero. Bangladesh came out with the most cost-effective way 
to administer oral saline for the mass. When I tell someone here that Oral 
Saline cost 1 penny in Bangladesh and $5 in the U.S., they are spellbound. 

On Universal Education – education in Bangladesh through the 12th grade is 
free in all Government Schools and High Schools. University Education in 
Government Universities – which are more prestigious than any private 
university in Bangladesh – is almost free and requires a nominal fee from its 
pupil. Moreover, families of student-girsl acually get money from the 
government to send them to school.  

On gender parity - educational attainment for women in Bangladesh was once 
among the lowest in the world. The 1991 census showed that only 20% of 
women were literate, with a rate of 14% in rural areas. The enrollment rate in 
primary schools for girls was 64% in 1990 compared to 74% for boys. The 
gender disparity was even more stark in secondary education, in which only 
33% of enrolled students and 29% of graduates were girls (Table 1). Table 2 
depicts the number of girls receiving stipends from 1999 to 2005. 
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Table 1: Secondary education, Grade 6–12, 1970 and 2002 

Year 

Institution Students in 000's Teachers 

Government Non-government Total Boys Girls Total % of girls Men Women Total % of females 

1970 180 6,008 6,188 1,266 266 1,532 17.4 52,436 4,119 56,555 7.2 

2002 327 17,794 18,121 3,967 4,531 8,499 53.3 178,829 37,163 215,992 17.2 

 
Table 2: Number of girls receiving stipends, 1999–2005 

Year 
No. of schools (madrasah and government, 

but not NGO schools) No. of girls receiving stipends Amount distributed (million US$) 

1999 18,788 3,564,404 55 

2000 19,919 3,961,194 54 

2001 21,027 4,191,058 55 

2002 22,893 4,193,352 54 

2003 23,719 3,467,123 43 

2004 24,950 2,356,856 23 

2005 25,425 2,270,343 25 

 
 

 

 

 

Bangladesh has made impressive strides in a relatively short time in terms of 
achieving gender parity at both primary and secondary levels. Bangladesh has 
made remarkable progress in girls’ education, with 98 percent of girls 
enrolled in primary school today. The pass rate for boys and girls in 
Secondary School Certificate Exam is 83.76% and 80.76% respectively in 
2013. In 2012, the rate of passing amongst girls is 89.19 percent and 78.23 
percent for boys in Higher Secondary School Certificate Exam. In conclusion, I 
urge all Bangladeshis to hold their head high. Numbers don’t lie, facts don’t 
cheat. We come from very secular nation which embodies the principles of 
progressives very dearly. We know our country is going through some hard 
times, but rest assured the independence and peace loving Bangladeshis will 
come out of it in flying colors. We have toiled for 200 years to become free 
from British – we can wait for some time to get justice done. 

  

 
____________ 
Zia Islam (JCC 1983-89). Lives in Winnetka, CA, in IT Profession. 
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Everything to Know about Biden’s Infrastructure Bill  

Abrar Rahman 
 

On Monday, November 15th, 2021, President Biden expects to sign the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act into a law during a major ceremony at the White House. At 
$1.2 trillion, the infrastructure package would provide for the largest investment and 
expansion of the nation’s infrastructure since President Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New 
Deal during the 1930s. 
 
The signing of the infrastructure bill would mark a major achievement of Biden’s 
economic agenda. With his approval ratings currently at the lowest point of his 
presidency, Biden intends to showcase to the American people that he is in fact still 
capable of delivering campaign promises and governing in an increasingly polarized 
political climate.  
 
Biden’s predecessor, former President Donald Trump, was unable to pass his own $1 
trillion infrastructure plan during his administration. In his 2016 election night 
speech, he boldly claimed that “We are going to fix our inner cities and rebuild our 
highways, bridges, tunnels, airports, schools, hospitals.” Even with complete 
Republican control of both chambers of Congress for the first two years of his term, 
Trump failed to deliver upon a key campaign pledge.  
 
With a slim Democratic majority in the House and a 50-50 Senate in which Vice 
President Kamala Harris can break ties in the Democrats’ favor, Biden had to ensure 
that his party was in lockstep with his legislative ambitions. Such a task was made 
even more difficult with progressive members of the House and moderates like 
Democratic Senators Joe Manchin of West Virginia and Kyrsten Sinema of Arizona 
Arizona being frequently at odds with each other.  
 
Ultimately, the bill passed Congress with bipartisan support, a rarity in Washington 
D.C. Despite Trump recently rallying against the bill using heated rhetoric, 13 
Republicans in the House added to the Democratic majority in passing the bill. In the 
Senate, 19 Republicans, including Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell of 
Kentucky, joined their Democratic colleagues in an earlier successful vote. “I think it 
was good for the country, and I’m glad it passed,” McConnel said during an interview 
last week with WHAS, a Kentucky radio station. 
 
Earlier this year, the American Society of Civil Engineers rated the nation’s 
infrastructure with a C- score. Biden immediately hopes to get to work in rectifying 
such low marks as soon as he signs the bill into law. 
 
The following is a breakdown of the infrastructure bill: 
 
 
 

Roads and Bridges 
$110 billion would be used to repair highways, bridges, and roads. The White House  
estimates that 173,000 total miles of the country’s highways and major roads along 
with 45,000 are in poor or aging condition. The $40 billion allocated for bridges alone 
would be the largest bridge investment since the development of the national highway 
system. 
 
Public Transit 
$39 billion would be directed to help expand transportation systems, improve 
accessibility for persons with disabilities, and provide  state and local governments to 
buy zero-emission and low-emission buses.  
 
Passenger and Freight Rail 
$66 billion would be provided to improve Amtrak’s Northeast Corridor (roughly 457 
miles) among other routes. Amtrak is still struggling to recover from the devastating 
effects of Hurricane Sandy from 2012. The funding would be the largest investment in 
passenger rail since Amtrak’s founding 50 years ago. 
 
Electric Vehicles 
$7.5 billion would be invested for developing electric vehicle charging stations across 
the country. $5 billion would be used to purchase electric school buses and hybrids. 
Both measures are intended to reduce the nation’s impact on climate change. 
 
Internet Access 
$65 billion would be used to bolster broadband access and improve internet services 
for rural areas, low-income families, and tribal communities. 
 
Electrical Grid 
$65 billion would be spent to improve the nation’s power grid. Carbon capture 
technologies and clean hydrogen energy sources would also be boosted. 
 
Airports 
$25 billion would be used to fix runways, gates, taxiways, terminals, and air traffic 
control towers at airports.  
 
Water and Wastewater 
$55 billion would be provided to improve the nation’s water and wastewater systems. 
Of that, $15 billion would replace lead pipes and $10 billion would address water 
contamination from dangerous polyfluoroalkyl substances. 
____________ 
Abrar Rahman, Son of  Khondeker Masud Rahman (JCC 1969-75). Lives in Long Island, 
NY. NEW YORK  11/14/2021 
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Fire Your Heart! 

Murtaza Tarin 
 

The story of the street has been narrated many times. 

Let me now depict some stories of the travelers. 

Walking in the streets of Bangladesh I was supposed to be a traveler, 

but street didn’t make me a traveler. 

It turned me into a Poet--a thirsty Poet of tears. 

Walking in this ever-known green country, 

               it seemed to me this country is very unknown-- 

Perhaps an embellished dreamland of ‘Arabian Nights’! 

Unknown shadows .... unfamiliar argentine Love. 

Deep Poetry was sent to collect the stories of the people of Bengal. 

When she came back, she was very morose. 

She has carried back the gloomy sky of the people. 

Inside mirrored Poetry there are the tears of the maiden ‘Shagorika’ 

     Who lost her dearest father in the battle-field of 1971. 

There are the sketches of the half-fed ‘Mansur Ali’ 

     Whose deep breath keeps circulating for food for the last thirty one years. 

Who could never define Life--never realized what happiness is! 

The Poetry of water also visited ‘Kanonbala’ of the garden ‘Ramna’. 

Yes, that ‘Kanonbala’ who can’t remember clearly 

                  How many times she has sold herself. 

Her only child is no more than a smoky memory. 

Like the breaking down of the banks of a river 

                  Whose Life has splitted from this end to that end. 

Deep inside the Heart of Poetry there is the story of ‘Ratan’. 

That ‘Ratan’ whose dream of going to school 

                    Still spins round the air and sky of the independent Bengal. 

That ‘Ratan’ of age one in 1970 

                     Who was supposed to go to school in 1975 in a free homeland. 

Yes, that ‘Ratan’ is now a porter of a train station ‘Akhaura’. 

He has sold his Life to the unbearable load of having no dreams. 

 

He understands in this homeland Life means selling dreams  

One after another. 

Do you recollect ‘Osman’? 

That ‘Osman’ of ‘Iqbal’ hall 

          Whose one hand was colored with revolt 

           While the other one with peacock of Love 

          Whose heart used to tune like a river at the foot-steps of ‘Brishti’. 

That ‘Osman’ who was like a shower of fire  

At the battle-field of ‘Choddogram’. 

Now he is a crippled beggar at the crowd of ‘Gulistan’. 

What happened to ‘Brishti’? 

She is a mother of three child and the wife of a slayer. 

Nobody knows whether they can still hear the sigh of one another! 

And the story of ‘Lattu’?--The youngster of age eight. 

That ‘Lattu’ who swam billowy ‘Padma’  

To set a grenade in the ‘Hardinge’ bridge. 

Now he is a ‘rickshaw-puller’ at ‘Pakshi’. 

His hungry Life is spinning like a top on the paddles of a ‘rickshaw’. 

Why did ‘Osman’ turn into a beggar? 

Why did ‘Ratan’ sell himself to the load of having no dreams? 

Why can’t ‘Kanonbala’ remember her own child’s face? 

And why is ‘Mansur Ali’ half-fed for the last thirty-one years? 

Why is ‘Shagorika’ deprived of her father’s deepest kiss? 

What is the fault of ‘Lattu’? 

Or, why is ‘Brishti’ a wife of a slayer? 

Walking in the streets of Bangladesh I was supposed to be a traveler, 

    But street didn’t make me a traveler. 

It turned me into a Poet-a thirsty Poet struck by unrevealed moonlight. 

I carry a moonlit river inside my heart. 

There are hungry people washed away by the yellowish light 

     Sleeping in the streets of my country. 
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Sleep didn’t soothe their hunger. 

Walking in the streets of Bangladesh, 

      I’ve watched silent tears of unparallel passion flowing like a river! 

For a single unique homeland, 

      how many times do we have to jump into a firepit? 

How long do we have to dance in a puppet-show 

       For a round bread hanging from a silk-thread? 

.......How long? 

I’m leaving the soft signature of my Heart! 

Sometimes from deep inside I want you to say: 

                                                                            ‘I fire my decaying Heart’.  

 

~Dedicated to Michael Jackson  

~04.15.1993

 

Wax-Doll 

Murtaza Tarin 
 

What does Human Being search inside a Heart? 

Why does He cry placing Heart on Heart? 

What is there, other than one or two stars? 

In my childhood I used to wake up listening to the tune of a distant flute! 

In the middle of the night I used to sit on the lap of my mother. 

She used to say: 

                         ‘Look! That’s Venus! That is Beauty!’ 

Since then I am confined under the light. 

My whole Heart has been inflamed! 

What do you listen to sitting nearby my Heart? 

Once my mother showed me the sea and said: 

‘It is unfathomable. That’s infinity!’ 

Since then I am afflicted with thirst in search of infinity. 

Once out of anger I broke a glass full of water  

And my mother did not talk to me for three days. 

After three days she said: 

‘You will be thirsty for water whole through your Life!’ 

Since then I am thirsty for Life! 

Every time I touch water on the pot of Life, it gets frozen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once in a night of incessant rain, pointing towards the pearls of raindrops she 
said: 

‘That’s affection—that’s attachment—there lies LOVE!’ 

 

Since then, being awake nights after nights,  

I was in futile LOVE with dense raindrops! 

Can you confine raindrops on arum greens? 

This is Life signaling death. 

Since then I know Life is inside water. 

Since then I am the poetry of death. 

‘Shantidashi’ was a known lady who used to collect dung cakes. 

Pointing towards her my mother used to say: ‘That’s Shanti. 

                                                                           Go! Run after her.’ 

In so many afternoons scorched with heat I had followed ‘Shantidashi’! 

But never could I hold her to Life. 

Arriving on the banks of the river, she used to plunge into water! 

And never could I trace her! 

My mother used to say: ‘That’s Life! 

                                         Human death in thirst of touch!’ 

 

 

Dipping inside the river I had searched ‘Shantidashi’ from all depths. 
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Like light I had penetrated inside the depth of the billowy waves so many times 

But my thirst for Life was never quenched! 

 

Showing freedom fighter ‘Kamal’ my mother used to say:  

                                                                                             `That’s youth.’ 

Since then I have been shouting ‘Kamal ……. Kamal!’ 

Echoes have reflected from walls to silent walls 

Still I could not separate the prime sound from its reverberation! 

This is Life…..Human Life…….! 

Showing orphan ‘Jamal’ my mother used to say: 

                                                                              ‘Go! Bring him in.’  

So many times I had requested orphan ‘Jamal’: `Come! Get in my home.’ 

‘Jamal’ used to come up to the door of our home then went back all the time. 

  He never entered into our house!  

My mother used to say:  

                                      ‘This is Life. Life doesn’t enter into Life!’ 

My mother used to sit underneath Venus 

And I used to wonder at the silent melting Life of a candle! 

She used to say: 

                          ‘Look at Venus! 

                           That’s Bangladesh! 

                           Go and grab your motherland!’ 

Since then I am ascending through the infinite sky! 

Candles are burning ceaselessly in melting Geometry. 

In my childhood I had tried so many times  

To coagulate drops of wax before they melt down! 

But failure was the result to all my efforts.  

I could never! 

What does Human Being search inside a Heart? 

What is there other than a wax-doll drifting on the waves of a melting sea?! 

 

____________ 

Ishtiak Murtaza (MCC Batch 19, 1981-87). Lives in Los Angeles, California 
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Waiting (Opekhkha)
Rivona Haider
D/O Zia Moin Haider, MCC 1980-86
Painted at Grade 10
Medium Oil and Acrylic on Canvas 20”x20”
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হৃদয়ের উৎসি 
         ম োশতোক আহ দ 
 

প্রণে-বিধার বদন বিয়রয়ে মত্যয়িাক -  
হেত এক যুগ বনতান্ত গ্িবহসাি,  
হৃদে অনুকূি এখয়না গ্খািা গ্ াখ 
প্রণে-বিধার বদন গ্েয়েয়ে মতয্য়িাক;  
হাওো বিয়র যাক - িসন্ত গ্গািয়যাগ 
গ্িহুদা প্রভািক -আয়খয়র গ্নই িাভ,  
প্রণে-বিধার বদন গ্েয়েয়ে মতয্য়িাক  
হেত এক যুগ বকিংিা গ্িবহসাি । 
 

হৃদেনীবত িয়ি বনদাঘ বিয়র যায়ি 
দবখনা হাওো যাে রবিয়ে সিংিাদ,  
থায়ক বন আস্থা গ্কায়না গ্রয়হর প্রভায়ি !  
হৃদেনীবত িয়ি বনদাঘ বিয়র যায়ি,  

ঋতুর োাঁবি গ্ময়ন বিরহী েস্তায়ি -  
শ্রািণ এয়ন বদক যয়ের আহিাদ,  
হৃদেনীবত িয়ি বনদাঘ বিয়র যায়ি 
দবখনা হাওো এই রিায়িা সিংিাদ।  
 

গ্সকায়ি বেি িয়ি মুরিী  ুম্বক 
বকিংিা নীি খায়ম িাত্া অিুরান,  
আমরা হ্রদ াবর দুয় ায়খ ভবিষ্যৎ -  
গ্সকায়ি বেি িয়ি িাাঁশরী  ুম্বক !  
িাবিয়ে দুই হাত অকম্প্র আবিঙ্গন  
সমুদ্র গ্সৌরয়ভ বিধারা িয়িিান,  
গ্সকায়ি বেি িয়ি মুরিী  ুম্বক 
বকিংিা নীি খায়ম কবিতা অিুরান।  
 

কবির কাে গ্রয়খ িৃবিয়ত হাাঁিা যাক 
প্রবতজ্ঞা গ্কিাবসত সয়িন সমুদু্দর 

দু িন োশাোবশ - িাসনা তিোক!  
কবির কাে গ্িয়ি িৃবিয়ত হাাঁিা যাক ;  
আিহমান কাি কত না রাখঢাক -  
বহয়মি সিংয়কয়ত হঠাৎ ঝুরঝুর !  
কবির কাে গ্রয়খ িৃবিয়ত হাাঁিা যাক ;  
প্রবতজ্ঞা গ্কিাবসত সয়িন সমুদু্দর । 
 

যুগিসবির গ্মাহন উৎসয়ি  
সূয্ আগুোন সােী ধ্বিাধারী,  
‘বিশ্ব  রা র িুপ্ত হয়ে' রয়ি 
যুগিসবির গ্মাহন উৎসয়ি ;  
গহীন ইাঁদারার আবদম গ্রৌরয়ি  
‘িুবিয়ে বদয়ত োবর বেতার তরিারী’-  
যুগিসবির গ্মাহন উৎসয়ি  
সূয্ গনগয়ন সােী ধ্বিাধারী ! 
 
A triolet composed after ancient French style
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Photo Coutesey: From Mostaque Ahmed Facebook Page 

 

†K‡gv‡_ivwci w`b  
†gvkZvK Avng`  

 

†K‡gv‡_ivwci w`b - 1 

 

K‡ivwU‡Z wSby‡Ki SvuK  

Rxqj gv‡Qi g‡Zv NvB †g‡i †Mj wKQzKvj  

wbweo eÜyi g‡Zv Av”Qvw`Z K‡i Av‡Q 

Av‡ivM¨ wb‡KZb  

hveZxq AmyL ï‡l wb‡q bxjKÉ n‡e 

cvj­v w`‡”Q Anwb©k KK©U Avµg‡Yi mv‡_  

wKsev nvmcvZv‡ji Mv‡q ZvB bxj iO gvwL‡q w`‡q‡Q Kwei eÜyiv 

GK‡RvU 

w`M‡š— gy‡Q †M‡Q AvcvZZ Amy‡Li †µv‡a fiv wmWi AvKv‡ii †gN 

µgkt gy‡Q hv‡”Q wcÖqRb‡`i ˆbivk¨ 

DwØMœZv  

mwnòzZvi meUzKz Kvua †g‡j ivL‡Q cwievi  

 

29 †m‡Þ¤^i 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

†K‡gv‡_ivwci w`b - 2  

 

wkivq wkivq †U·UvBj i‡Oi Ilya, hv‡”Q hv‡”Q - 

Avgvi `y nv‡Z kZ mnmª dz‡Uv wb‡q  

ciw`b A‡c¶v Kwi †Kwg‡Kj i‡Oi Bb‡RKkb dzwU‡q w`‡e ' ïå †cvkv‡Ki bvm©',  

' wmwiÄfiv `ytL'¸‡jv dzwU‡q w`‡e 

Aciv‡nœ|  

wcÖqZgv Awd‡m, Kb¨v A`~‡i j¨vcU‡c - Awdm Pj‡Q, Kvu‡a Avj‡Zv Pvc w`‡q hvq : 

Kó n‡”Q?  

wcÖqZgv wd‡i Av‡m 

`y †Pv‡L eywSev AvBwmBD'i m¤¢vebvgq fxwZ jywK‡q  

iwOb welv³ wkivgq mvjmvi  

 

Aeva cÖev‡ni Awš—g w`b †Mv‡b|  

¯^v` MÜnxb, cÖvq Pjrkw³nxb 

Ajm †e`bvi w`b 

†fvi‡ejv bZzb K‡i cÖwZÁve× w`b 

nvmcvZvj Avi N‡i †`Šov‡`Šwoi mvdv- gviIqvi w`b; 

nvq w`b!  

[ïå †cvkv‡Ki bvm© Avi wmwiÄfiv `ytL Kwe kvwn` Av‡bvqv‡ii mycwiwPZ KweZvi 

kãeÜ] 

 

10 Ryb 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
____________ 

Dr. A H Mostaque Ahmed (MCC Batch 17, 1979-85), Physician, Poet & Story 
Writer. Lives in Dhaka. Number of published books is eleven including poetry, 
short story and prose. Email: mostaq_aha@yahoo.com 
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 /  

(9 minutes 29 second) 
 (A poem on the killing of George Flyod) 

 

Faruque Azam 
 

 

Only 9 minutes and 29 seconds, the end of a life 
9 minutes and 29 seconds, an armless man’s brutal death 
9 minutes and 29 seconds a helpless death under the knee of a white 
9 minutes and 29 seconds handcuffed gasping for breath 
‘I can’t breathe, I can’t breathe, I can’t breathe’ (ignored 27 times) 
 

 
The world stood still holding its breath, clock ticks away 
9 minutes 29 seconds is not only the swinging Pendulam 
9 minutes 29 seconds are not only a shifting time 
9 mins 29 seconds are not only minutes, not only seconds 
9 minutes 29 seconds are world shattering moments 
9 minutes 29 seconds are the moments of awakening 
 

 

Each men, each a grenade, a Molotov cocktail 
United promise in hands tearing shackles of years. 
Wind rustling leaves, barren branches blooms 
Song of renewal echoes in the air 
Broken sound of chain in hands and legs 
Embracing death, winning death,9 minutes 29 seconds 
Men, like Noah’s flood across continents and continents 
 

 
Rhythm in the steps rings louder and louder 
Black, White and Brown filed shoulder to shoulder, 
No bullets, no tear gas, no charge of batons 
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No threat of the army, no curfew, no bloody eyes 
The waves of people, unstoppable Tsunami 

 

9 minutes 29 seconds a turning of an era 
9 minutes 29 seconds an indelible moment 
9 minutes 29 seconds to kneel and to promise 
9 minutes 29 seconds a protest, of daring moment 

 I can’t breathe, I can’t breathe, I can’t breathe 

Somewhere hundreds of children are dying of starvation 
Somewhere people are killed by bombs and despots, 
Somewhere people dying in ICU unvaccinated  
Somewhere skulls of justice kicked around in boots 
Somewhere the truth and rights crushed under the knee 
Somewhere the wails, I can’t breathe, I can’t breathe 
Will this world still remain silent, deaf and dumb? 

 
New Jersey, November 10, 2021  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

____________ 

Dr Faruque Azam (MCC Batch 3, 1965-69). Lives in Princeton, NJ. 
Physician, Stage and Film Actor, Director, Poet, Playwright, TV 
Anchor, Past President of Bang;adesh Association of New Jersey.

 

 

SAY NO TO RACISM 
BLACK LIVES MATTERS 

I CAN’T BREATH 
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কবিতা গ্লািাবিনী 
 

গ্মাশতাক আহমদ 
“ যবদ তুবম  াও অমরতা 

তয়ি সিংহত কর িাক, থামাও প্রগিভতা।“ 
( শামসুর রাহমান ) 

 
এক সময়ে দীঘ্ কবিতার বদয়ক গ্ঝাাঁক বেি। েৃষ্ঠায়ক েৃষ্ঠা আিয়সবমর মত ো 
েবিয়ে িসয়ত ভািিাসত আয়িগ আর মনয়নর যুগিিন্দী। গ্িশ বকেুকাি হি 
গ্সই উদযম বস্তবমত হয়ে আসয়ে িয়ি ময়ন হে। কবিতায়ক আর আয়িগাক্রান্ত 
গ্কায়না বশল্প িয়ি ময়ন হে না। আট-দশ িাইয়নর গ্িবশ বিয়খ িা েয়ি উঠয়ত 
োরািা একবদয়ক গ্যমন গ্েশ ময়ন হে, অনযবদয়ক িিিার কথািাও ঐ সীবমত 
আেতয়ন িিা হয়ে যায়ে িয়ি গ্দখয়ত োবে। আরও কত বকেুই গ্তা িদয়ি 
যায়ে ধীয়র ধীয়র। তরুণ িেয়স কবিতার বিষ্ে আশে বেি বিরহ-য়দ্রাহ-ভািিাসা; 
আর এখন বিষয়ের পোশোপোবশ কী কী বিষ্েহীনতা আসয়ে গ্সিাও বহয়সি কয়র 
গ্দখিার আয়ে। কবিতা বেি বনভৃবতর, িুবকয়ে রাখার, িুকেয়কয়ি ভাাঁি কয়র 
রাখিার মত অমত্য গ্কায়না সম্পদ। আিকাি খাতা-কিম উধাও; খসিা কবিতা 
গ্িখার িােগা হয়ে দোাঁড়োল প্রকাশয বদিায়িায়ক নীিাভ গ্িসিুয়কর োতা। একিা 
তাৎেবনকতার গ্মাহ গ্েয়ে িয়সয়ে আমায়দর কবিিন্ময়ক। ভবিষ্যৎ কী েমা 
করয়ি তায়ক, েমা করয়ি মহাকাি? এই কয়র কয়র কবিতা অতীত গ্থয়ক 
িত্মায়নর িুবি েুাঁয়ে ভবিষ্যয়তর বদয়ক বেিবেি কয়র গ্হাঁয়ি যায়ে।  
িিবেিাম, কবিতা বেি বনভৃবতর। আিও সদয মলখো পদয েূবণ্মা রায়ত 
গ্খািামকুব র ময়তা উবিয়ে বদয়ত োরয়িই িুবঝ গ্িশ বেি। বকন্তু গ্কান তািনাে 
এই িানুসগুয়িা সিংকিন করয়ত ইয়ে যাে! োঠক েিয়ি, েেন্দ করয়ি, গ্সিাই 
গ্তা আরও নতুন েঙবি বিখিার গ্প্ররণা। বনভৃবতর হয়িও তা বকন্তু আত্মকথা 

থোয়ক নো গ্কিি োত্র, বিখয়ত িয়স অয়নযর িীিয়নর েৃষ্ঠাে, অনযতর অবভজ্ঞতার 
োতাে ঢুাঁ গ্ময়র আসা হে। গ্শষ্ািবধ অেয়রর এক িগয়ত িয়স অেয়রর 
আয়রকিা িনেদ বনম্ান কয়র যাওো। ‘িষ্্া’ শব্দবি গ্ ায়খ েিয়ি ‘ি’ আর ‘ষ্’ 
এর গ্েয়ির গ্ভতয়রর মে িানািাগুয়িা গ্ ায়খ েয়ি, গ্সই িানািাগুয়িার গ্ভতয়র 
কত না ঝি িাদি, কত না আষ্াঢ়- শ্রািণ, কত না রিীন্দ্রনায়থর গান! মায়ঝ 
মায়ঝ শব্দ এরকম ফ্ািংয়কনস্টাইন হয়ে যাে, তার অয়নক অয়নক সিংজ্ঞািবহভূ্ত 
গ্কামি অতযা ার গ্ময়ন বনয়ত হে।  
 
“ েবদও মস-সি কবি কু্ষধো মে  আগুয়নর মসাঁক  
মেয়েবিয়লো – হোঙয়রর মেউয়ে মখয়েবিল লুয়টোপুবট।“ 
( জীিনোনন্দ দোশ)  
অগ্রি কবিরা মাথার ওের গ্িাবধিৃে, নীি  াাঁয়দাো। কবিতার দীঘ্ ইবতহায়সর 
গ্কায়না েৃষ্ঠাে কখনও িমাি ঢুয়ক যাওো, কায়রা সায়থ মানবসক সমকেতা 
অনুভি করা, গ্স এক স্বগ্ীে মুহূত্। ককয়শায়রর নয়রাম কাদাে তাাঁরাই গ্তা িুয়ন 
বদয়েবেয়িন কবিতার িীি, গ্যৌিয়ন অিকার আকাশিুয়ি নেত্র গুয়ন গুয়ন, গ্স 
এক েৃথক োিয়ে শুরু হি রাবত্র র কবিতার ভাসান। স্বপ্ন বকিংিা শব্দগুয়িা  িি 
গ্োঁিায়খাাঁিা, ঘুয়মর আকায়শ গ্ভয়স গ্িিায়না বিেন্ন গ্মঘ।  
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এই কয়র বিখয়ত শুরু করা। আকাশিুয়ি গ্িােনাসয়মত  াাঁদ বিয়খ বদয়ে গ্কায়না 
সুনেনার গ্ ায়খর সীমানা দখি করিার সাধ েুয়ষ্ রাখা। ময়নর গ্কায়ণ িয়ম থায়ক 
কত না সৃ্মবতর না ন, গ্কায়না মায়হন্দ্রেয়ণ উবিয়দর ময়তা িুাঁয়ি আয়স কবিতা 
গ্িখার মৃবিকামে খাতাে। গ্কায়না গ্কায়না সৃ্মবতকথা শ্বাসয়রাধী, আিীিন ঝরনার 
মত িয়ে নো মেয়ল শোবি মনই। কখয়নািা ঐ গ্ময়ঘর োহাি, তারার প্রয়দশ দখি 
কয়র গ্নে হাহাকায়রর েদািিী। বিরহরস, গ্িদনারস বকিংিো হাহাকায়রর রয়সও 
আনয়ন্দর োাঁবি গ্ময়ি, গ্কননা বশল্পরস গ্শষ্ািবধ আনন্দ কভরিী েোইয়ত থোয়ক । 
অনযবদয়ক কবিতা বিয়খ যাওো মায়ন আবদ কবিয়দর বমবেয়ি দাাঁবিয়ে প্রবতবনেত 
এক মেৌরয়িোজ্জ্বল প্রাগগবতহাবসক উল্লায়স শাবমি হওো।  
 
“ মানুয়ষ্র ভাষ্া তিু অনূভূবতয়দশ গ্থয়ক আয়িা 
 
না গ্েয়ি বনেক বক্রো, বিয়শষ্ন; এয়িায়ময়িা বনরাশ্রে শয়ব্দর কোি।“  
( িীিনানন্দ দাশ)  
 
বিবিন্ন েিংবি োলো মথয়ক সতীথথ কবিয়দর নো   ুয়ি মেয়ল েখন  য়ন হয়ি সিোই 
ব য়ল একিাই কবিতো বলয়খয়িন, তখনও িোিংলো কবিতোর জলোশয়ের ধোয়র স্বতন্ত্র 
বপবদ গুয়লো আয়লো বিবলয়ে েোয়ি। কবিতোে সদর-  েঃস্বল একোকোর।  
কবিতো কখনও কী ভুি েয়থ বনয়ে যাে গ্িানাবকর েদ্ময়িয়শ আয়িোর ময়তা! 
গ্কায়না গ্কায়না েথ বিভূাঁই বদগয়ন্ত অস্ত যাে। গ্িবশ দূর গ্হাঁয়ি বগয়ে গ্শষ্ বিয়কয়ি 
ভয়ে ভয়ে বিয়র কবি মদখয়ত পোে, বনয়জরই তীয্ক োো েয়িয়ে কবিতার 
গ্ ৌকায়ঠ। রহসযয়ঘরা বদগন্তয়রখা যবতব হ্ন বকিংিা বিস্মেব হ্ন হয়ে মুয়খামুবখ দাাঁবিয়ে 
থায়ক।  
অতি িয়ির গ্ঢউ গ্েয়ক যাে কখয়নািা। গ্কায়না গ্কায়না বদন গ্ভয়স গ্যয়ত 
ভািিাবস, গ্কায়না গ্কায়না বদন আিার সুবিধািাদীর মত িবধর হয়ে গ্যয়তই স্বেন্দ 

গ্িাধ কবর। ‘কবিতা গ্তামায়ক বদিাম আিয়ক েুবি’! বকিংিা, ‘আমার রয়েয়ে 
বিশ্বয়িাক’! কবিই িুবঝ োয়র কবিতায়ক উয়েো িা অিয়হিা করয়ত, গ্কননা 
কবিতা গ্কায়নাবদন িয়িবন, ‘এয়সা ভাত গ্খয়ে বনই ভাত’। প্রতারক বদয়নর 
উদযােন কয়রন কবি আর বিভ্রাবন্তয়ত গ্ভায়গ কবিতা । গ্িাতিিন্দী গ্কািাহি 
োিা োে, কবি িাস্তিতার িযায়কি গায়ে ঘুয়র গ্িিাে শহয়র িন্দয়র। কবিতার 
িনয িীিন উৎসগ্ কয়র যায়ি এমন িাবিকী আয়ে কী আি গ্কউ ! কবি তাই 
খণ্ড অবস্তয়ের , কবিতা আি বনরাভরণ খণ্ডেদী। কবি আর কবিতার আি 
েবণয়কর েরকীো। 
“ আ োয়দর ঘু  পোে, েতীয়কর অন্ধকোয়র ঘন ঘন হোই ওয়ে 
আ োয়দর কবিজন্ম মেয়ক রোয়খ 
শোলুক-পয়ের বকিু পোতো!” 
( শযো লকোবি দোশ)  
 
তিুও কবিতা আি গ্লািাবিনী। িািংিায়দয়শর এক গ্কায়ণ িয়স গ্িখা কবিতাবি 
মুহূয়ত্ েযানয়েবমক িৃবির ময়তা অন্তি্ায়ি েবিয়ে বগয়ে েৃবথিীর অের প্রান্ত 
বভবিয়ে গ্দে; অহরহ; বকিংিা বভন্ন গ্গািায়ধ্র কবি গ্েোিার বিিাে্ দুবিয়ে যায়ে 
দবেয়ণর এই িারান্দা। িয়ি–স্থয়ি-অন্তরীয়ে েবিয়ে েিয়ে িািংিা কবিতা। 
আমরা িি ভাগযিান, ব র প্রণময বশেকয়দর কাে গ্থয়ক গ্িখাবিবখর এই 
উিরাবধকার গ্েয়েবে।  

 

 

____________ 

Dr. A H Mostaque Ahmed (MCC Batch 17, 1979-85), 
Physician, Poet & Story Writer. Lives in Dhaka. Number 
of published books is eleven including poetry, short story 
and prose. Email: mostaq_aha@yahoo.com  
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MC

CADET AKBAR

Volkswagen Microbus 

Volkswagen

Chittagong-Dhaka G.T. Road
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shallow latrine 

Omar Sons

Mr. Saqlain

Division Brigadier Korban Ali

Mr. A T M Nasir Choudhury, Mr. Badrul Millat, Mr. Bakiatullah, 

Mr. Wahidullah, Mr. Azizur Rahman Ges Mr. Kazmi Dr. 

Anisur Rahman, Mr. Matiur Rahman, Mr. Quddus, Mr. Ali Ashraf Noor, Mr. 

Bhuiyan, 

Bursar Mr. Bhuiyan.

DGFI 

Major DGFI

NCO bugle

reville

sports bugle Bugle

attention

retreat

Prep.: Prep preparation prep

First prep

First prep

Second prep prep
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barber shop I canteen

barber shop Ancillary canteen swimming pool

Pocket money:

Morning tea: morning tea

crackers PT Uniform

PT NCO PT Drill

PT Drill

Uniform PT

province Quetta

GHQ

General Head Quarters Gi MS Branch

CMH

CMH

CMH

CMH

M.I. Room

M.I. Room

Chicken

M.I.Room

Dress:

Logo

Blazer

Principal's Assembly

Morning milk

Dining

Lunch Matron

Matron

D
E

C
E

M
B

E
R

 2
0

2
1

 F
L

O
C

C
 b

y C
C

C
N

A
  |   4

2
  



 

Movie Assembly Hall

Projection Room British Council USIS

documentary "Reach 

for the sky"

Letter writing: First Prep 

Monogram Letter pad

List

dhobi

obstacle course

Queen Elizabeth's Visit

"Welcome Queen Elizabeth" "Faujdarhat 

Cadet College"

"Bristol Britannica".

Welcome Queen

Outward Bound Adventure Training School: 

Outward Bound Adventure Training School

Mr. McGregor.

catamaran lifeboat Catamaran

Ruksack two-man

stream

stream

Wireless 

station Wireless station
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John F. Kennedy

Cyclone

SS Clan Alpine

Ship 

cutting

Ship cutting dining 

room bell

Lieutenant Colonel William Maurice Brown, SQA 

(Sitarae Quaide Azam, FRGS (Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society)

OBE (Order of the British Empire). New

Zealand New Zealand

First Auckland Regiment Royal 

Air Force Squadron Leader Royal New Zealand Air Force

Cambridge University Geography Honors

Degree Scott Polar Research Institute Mountains Snow and 

Ice Royal Geographical Society Fellow 

United Nations New Zealand

UNIMOGIP Military Observer Egypt/Israel Mixed 

Armistice Commiissions for the UN troops Supervisory Organization in the 

Gaza Strip G Chairman Chief 

Military Observer of the UN in Lebanon

FCC disciplinarian

Photo Credit: Collected 
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attach

FCC

FCC FCC

Invigilator

visit

Crest Crest

Stage lightings and other equipment: British Council

present

College crest: Arts crest

English Court of Arms

N D Hassan shield

N. D. Hassan

inquiry board
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breakfast

"Cold and hard world"

Chittagong-Dhaka G T Road

M.A.S. Akbar.

Kew Gardens

New York State Health and Hospital Corporation Chief Financial Officer 

U.S Immigration Court 

Facebook

Images are from Internet and collections 
 

 

 

____________ 

Mia Akbar (FCC 1st Intake, Batch 5, 1958-64), Lt Colonel 
(Retd.). Lives in Kew Gardens, NY. Chief Adviser, CCCNA.  
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NYC River Cruise by CCCNA Sep 18, 2021 - Photo by Akhtaruzzaman Iqbal MCC 1978-84 

Honoring Cadet Shamim Shovon from CCR (Graduated from US Army) bt CCCNA  
on  May 25, 2021 at Jamaica - Photo by Md  Anwar Ul Islam RCC 1970-76 

CCCNA Event Photos 
CCCNA Inauguration Reunion Oct 2019 at NYC PC FB CCNA Cover Photo 

Ex-Cadets Get together at Virginia (DC-Maryland-Virginia area) 
Oct 24, 2021 (Photo Credit Anis JCC24 frof VA 
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KUET

PHD

Twix
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TV

streets foods

hang out

down to 

earth,
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express
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warm up.

 

 

Background Images are from Internet and Afzal H Choudhury 
 

 

 

 

 

 

____________ 

Afzal H Choudhury (MCC Batch 9, 1971-77). Lives in 
Raleigh, North Carolina  
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Background Images are from Internet (History Channel and hospitour.net) 

 

____________ 
Parveen Sultana Ratna. Wife of  Khondeker Masud Rahman 
(JCC 1969-75). Lives in Long Island, NY. 
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CCCNA Event Photos 

Pitha Utsob by CCCNA on February 15, 2020 - Photo by Zia Moin Haider MCC 1980-86 

President's Dinner by CCCNA on March 09, 2020 - Photo by Zia Moin Haider MCC 1980-86 CCCNA Get Together on September 2021, Raleigh, NC,  at Residence of Afzal Hye  
Chowdhury MCC 1971-77 - Photo by Afzal H Chowdhury MCC 1971-77 
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Best Wishes for
Cadet College Club of North America (CCCNA)

for 2nd Reunion, 2021

Dr. Syedur Chowdhury Dr. Fazlul Yusuf



Wishing a successful and fantastic 
CCCNA 2nd Reunion, 2021
With compliments from

Abdur Rafique Iqbal JCC (75-81) and Family















Office: 170-04 Henley Rd

Jamaica, NY 11432

Tel: 718-523-1216

929-278-2477

Fax: 718-523-1974





Work address: 

CenterPoint Medical Center 

19600 E39th Street 

Independence, MO 64057

Abul S Ahsan, MD (Shamim)

Board Certified in Internal Medicine

Specialized in Geriatrics and 

Hospital Medicine

SEAD Consulting Engineers

165-19 Hillside Ave 2nd Floor, Jamaica, NY 11432

Phone: 917 584 8153

Email: info@seadstructure.com

http://www.seadstructure.com/

Provide structural engineering and design services



https://albatrossconsulting.us/   ·    contact@albatrossconsulting.us   · +1 (646) 525 2614

Albatross Consulting

Engineering: Infrastructure, Transportation, Architecture, Civil, Electrical, Mechanical, Construction Management, Wireless Solutions, Cable, Fiber, & Security, Engineering Design Shop Drawings, As-Built Drawing

Data Analysis and Conversion, Computer Aided Drafting (CAD), Building Information Modeling (BIM), Geographic Information System (GIS), · IT Solutions ·  SaaS ·  PaaS ·  IaaS .

Cyber Solutions - Multi-Factor Authentication,  Security Key, Smartcard Reader, Fingerprint Reader. Password Manager - Password resets, Password complexity rules, Identities Access Management (IAM)

Identity Life Cycle management - Delegated administration,  User account provisioning/deprovisioning, Monitoring - Incident management, Security and awareness, Security operations as a service, Threat hunting





Office: 170-04 Henley Rd, Jamaica, NY 11432

Tel: 718-523-1216, 929-278-2477

Fax: 718-523-1974



Wishing a 
successful 
CCCNA 2nd 
Reunion, 2021

Manhattan Office:
305 Broadway, Suite 610
New York, NY 10007
(Across Federal Plaza)
Tel: (917) 622-7969
E-mail: meerlaw@gmail.com


